C^esp«ctar "dissatisfied 3 with Iraqi answers 

I .MANAMA (R)~- Atop JULN. inspector on his way home from Iraq said 
*» e*tiOTely jChssalisfied with Iraq s response to his questions on 
- .and biOto^Jveapons.He was speaking six days after . U.N 

Kb''*. ^aaSeMi inspeoor that Iraq had said it was finally willing to 

^ 0 $ toopenre 00 ““y ,n Ule nudear field, raising ihe possibility of 

' " - ■* vit SSSS m IraqiS i But Johan San'esson. head of a 

■ — " lea® which left Ba g h dad Monday, said of his meetings with ihe Iraqis 
Q _. extremely disappointed and extremely dissatisfied with the outcome 

tat™ the questiOT-^nd-aiwver sessions." He said two main obstacles 
SS ^ retMt** m the chemical and biological fields, and on neither was Iraq 
^Cffafcfortfcomnil Faflure tomake a full declaration of who supplied what for 
Q “Iraq's chenncal and biological weapons programmes and failure to 
■-» ?Y v account for the chemical weapons used in Iraq's 1980-88 war with Iran 

“■> : V : *- 
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Six policemen killed in Algeria 

ALGIERS ( AP) — Six policemen were shot to death while patrolling 
Monday morning near a mosque in the eastern suburb of Kouba. the 
official APS news agency reported. Volleys of gunfire continued long after 
the killings. The deaths bring to at least 1 1 the number of policemen killed 
since a curfew — part of a stepped drive against Islamic extremists — went 
into effect Dec. 5. Algiers Radio said earlier that two police were killed 
and two others wounded in the six-man patrol. But the news agency said 
later that the entire patrol was eliminated. According 10 APS. the 
shootings came as the patrol, travelling in an all-terrain vehicle, was 
forced to a halt at a road barrier erected with rocks and tree trunks. 
Security forces moved in after the attack, surrounding the neighbourhood 
for several hours. Automatic rifle fire was heard intermittently during that 
time. APS said. It did not make dear whether the attackers escaped. 
Kouba. a Muslim fundamentalist stronghold, was a weekly rallying point 
for the Islamic Salvation Front Party before it was banned fast March. The 
AJ Wafa Bi A! Ahd (Faithful to the Sermon) Mosque is one of the few in 
the Algiers area still under tight surveillance during Friday prayers. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1-50 dirhams 




jyng receives call 

-* . E>m Arafat 

^-'ttHINGTON (Petra) — His 
C L ."’"“.a King Hussein received 

, ' ;'" r - 1 '.-,- xiay a telephone call from 

. - Jr* & ffjtmian leader Yasser Arafat 

- . v "="^1 % p congratulated him on bis full 
; c L , : .^o*fy from the operation he 

• fcnwnt last August. Mr. Ara- 

jj.-I wished King Hussein con- 

• good health and the Jorda- 

' people further progress and 

-jw^isjerity. The two lexers ex- 
‘icTjj^'jogpd views on regional and 
’ ‘hr •. .^cfoaiioiial issues and the latest 
'.n s ' l C Moments in the Palestinian 

• ^ : waa hopes to end 

- ^^pt-lran rift 

- ‘ •' IRQ (AP) — Syrian Foreign 

* .jisier Faroiik A 1 Sharaa, who 

: - --.aerating between Egypt and 
: : said Monday that both 

htries want to find a peaceful 
. .-Vttion to the dispute between 
h ~ n- Speaking after a meeting 

•*: 5 S 2 C&ns.'ii Prcsideht Hosni Mubarak, j 
V**n : nr^' '® araa hoped for 

“ - “ ' -'^ tfipJoraatie contacts be- I 

. _ en Egypt and Iran. Asked if 
fiscussed the Egypt-Iran crisis 
‘i Mr. Mubarak, Mr. Sharaa 
: 4 f‘ u We discussed this issue 
:i -- ing die .meeting with President 
' - tank. I felt that the Egyptian 

" * Jership is keen on peacefully 
• ^ "-ifiig any dispute between 

- v '4L> The Syrian minister said 
- ' ” in previous meetings with 

sj& -'officials, they had ex- 
isedri dmilar desire. “We 
-TpJhatihere will be contacts to 
situation,” Mr. Sharaa 
■: « concern is that these 
aefebe direct and between 
- _&&tbzn the first phase, and 
. .- lij^een higher level offi- 

^mediator due in 


Israel mounts massive 
search for kidnap victim 


rilSeOl) — Veteran Tunisian 
lipat-R&ciud Driss. charged 
fMttrkb League to mediate 
Kuwait and Iraq over 
•jfiffi/prisoners of war. said 
. Kfe ) f he will visit Baghdad 
. .- ij^aqi authorities said they 
■ ready to receive me. I will 
*ere soon after a stop in Cairo 
, T -oeet the leagne’s secretary 
. Ewnat Abdul Meguid,” 
. -• Driss told Reuters. “It is a 
lion of days." 

q to aid Sudan 
Bcsn srj^oP oil fields 

3;::iSri'ryiTOUM (AP) — Iraq has 
fiJC-f'^ 10 he, P Sudan develop its 
" ields and will send Iraqi ex- 
- , . ; * to join in operating drilling 
refimug equipment in south- 
. Sudan. The agreement was 
3uded Sunday after three 
■_ of talks between Iraqi Oil 
r _ - ^er Osama Abdul Razzak 
... : liti and Sudan’s Energy and 
. j mg Minister Osman Abdul 
: «b. Sudan recently bought 
■* i. ■oB concessions from the 
hican oil company Chevron 
" ' -.set up a private Sudanese 
■ ^,,-Pany; Cbncoip, to drill for oil 
_ ; - . refine it. The refineries in 
. i Jabra in the southwestern 
-.^nof Kordofan province pro- 
.-* 2,000 barrels of fuel daily 
r crude produced in nearby 
According to the agree- 
. -ft, Iraq will help Sudan de- 
pits Unity, Higlig and Adar 
elds in the same region, and 
piote a study on building a 
„ near them with a capac- 

H‘5 1 ^^3^70,000 barrels daily. 

^ ^ ,n «l ams West over 

emicaiarms 




'OSIA (R) — Iran, accused 
.. ihe West of developing che- 
■al. -weapons, expressed con- 
. . i Monday about the b^ pow- 
• monopoly on production and 
.c- of such arms. In a message to 
. ehran conference cm the en- 
..'mnayai effects of chemical 

^ President Akbar Hashemi 

■ sau ja ni condemned Western 
SDoents and companies for 
. ^iraq build up a chemical 
sow which it used against Iran 
Weir , 1980*88 war, Tehran 
-fip said. 

. $anese soldier 
Wnded In blast 

jjjjR). — A roadside bomb 

- 2*™- ■*” 8,1 area by 

| Jirihtia allies in South 
, Monday, critically 

a Lebanese soldier, 
^^swiroes said. 'They said 
''^^ 'guerrillas who planted 
West .of .the town. of 
'-5*- aimed to attack, the 
. J^^acked South Lebanon 
^ (SLA) miH tia 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel sealed-off 
the occupied territories Monday 
as police and the army searched 
for a paramilitary policeman be- 
lieved kidnapped by a Palestinian 
group. 

The kidnappers issued a state- 
ment Sunday saying they were 
holding the trooper, Niss:m Tole- 
dano, 29, and warned he would 
be killed unless Israel released 
their spiritual leader by Sunday 
night. 

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, 57, the 
founder of the Islamic under- 
ground group Hamas, is serving a 
.life term in prison for a man- 
slaughter conviction. He was de- 
tained in May 1989. 

The deadline for Sheikh Yas- 
sin's release of 9 p.m. (1900 
GMT) Sunday passed without 
further contact from the kidnap- 
pers. 

But late Monday afternoon, a 
Western television journalist in 
occupied Jerusalem received an 
anonymous phone call again thre- 
atening Sgt.-Maj. Toledano’s life. 

The caller, who identified him- 
self as “Mohammad from Gaza." 
said: “PJease tell your people that 
the policeman will be dead 
tonight if Sheikh Yassin is not 
freed." 

There was no way to determine 


the authenticity of the call. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians were placed under 
curfew and roadblocks stopped 
traffic on roads throughout Israel 
and the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

All police leave was cancelled 
and a police commander told 
Israel Radio helicopters had been 
pressed into service. 

Army vehicles with loudspeak- 
ers roared through the darkened 
streets of the Gaza Strip at 5 a.m. 
ordering most of the 800,000 resi- 
dents not to leave their houses. 

Soldiers at roadblocks searched 
both Israeli and Palestinian cars, 
turning back Palestinians trying 
to enter Israel. Palestinians inside 
Israel were ordered to leave. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
working from the defence minis- 
try, summoned ministers to an 
emergency session of the inner 
cabinet around midnight. Mr. 
Rabin, a former army chief 
known as a Hawk on security 
issues, is also defence minister. 

The Israeli government, cast- 
ing around for ways to save Tole- 
darto, warned the kidnappers not 
to harm the soldier. 

In Lebanon, a Hamas leader 
deported by Israel in 1990 ac- 
cused the Jewish state of trying to 
win tinie to snare the kidnappers. 


saying the soldier would be in 
“brave danger" unless Sheikh 
Yassin was freed quickly. 

The kidnapping in the central 
Israeli city of Lod aroused alarm 
among Israelis at the^ apparent 
emergency of a daring and soph- 
isticated Islamic foe capable of 
striking in the heart of the Jewish 
state. 

It was the latest in a series of 
exploits by Hamas, which is 
boosting its stature in the occu- 
pied territories against the larger, 
more secular Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Israeli hardliners blamed the 
violence on the “concessions" 
offered in the Washington peace 
talks, saying they made Israel 
look weak. 

Moderates called for peace 
talks to be speeded up to under- 
cut the fundamentalists. 

Police Minister Moshe Shahal 
told Israel Television the govern- 
ment would not address the ques- 
tion of negotiating with the kid- 
nappers until it knows “who the 
kidnappers are, and after it has 
received evidence and proof that 
Nissim Toledam is being held by 
them, that he is well, that he is 
healthy and alive." 

Israel sealed the West Bank 

(Continued on page 5) 


Pressure mounts for Marines to 
move into Somalia famine-belt 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Pressure mounted Monday for 
( U.S. forces to move quickly into 
-this country's famine- ravaged in- 
terior, and a dispute simmered 
over whether their mission en- 
compasses disarming Somali gun- 
men. 

The question of how assertive 
the troops should be was under- 
scored Monday when several 
hundred Sqmali men stripped and 
beat a woman after accusing her 
of being a prostitute for French 
peacekeepers. 

The attack occurred in front of 
a building housing French Fore- 
ign Legionnaires and within 100 
metres of U.S. troops sitting on 
an armoured vehicle. The troops 
did not intervene during the 15- 
minute attack, which ended with 
t he woman being helped away by 

CSCE gets a 
Russian jolt . 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
stunned a European security con- 
ference Monday by delivering a 
cold war-style speech which 
appeared to mark an unexpected 
return to Russian expansionism. 

But minutes later he retracted 
bis remarks, saying it was meant 
as a scare tactic to dramatise what 
might happen if beleaguered Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin lost 
power and conservatives took 
over in Moscow. , 

In a bizarre incident, ministers 
attending the start of a two-dav 
session of the Conference on ! 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) first heard Mr. 
Kozyrev threaten to use military 
force and economic pressure 
agai nst the newly-independent 
republics of the former Soviet 
Union to reassert Russian 
domination. 

A wave of consternation rolled 
through the CSCE centre as the 
51 foreign ministers from 
Europe, North America and Cen- 
tral Asia tried to digest the mes- 
sage that the brief era of Russian 
cooperation with the West was 
apparently over. 

But Mr. Kozyrev soon took the 
floor again to explain. 

“I want to assure yon and all 
others present that neither Presi- 
dent Yeltsin, who remains leader 
and guarantor of Russian internal 
and foreign policy, nor I as minis- 
ter of foreign affairs, will ever 
agree to what I read out in my 
previous speech," he said. 

A Russian text of the initial 
speech released to the media 
described the territory of the 
former Soviet Union as “a post- 
imperial space where Russia is 

C reparing to defend its interests 
y all available means including 
military and economic ones.” 

It said Russia was going to 
insist the former Soviet republics 
enter "‘a new federation or con- 
federation" and that there would 
be “a tough discussion” about it. 


a man apparently defending her 
with a knife. 

Security forces loyal to Mohammad 
Farrah Aideed. the dan leader who 
controls the southern part of Moga- 
dishu, said the woman was taken to a 
nearby police building. Relatives 
brought her clothes, they said. 

Relief agencies have criticised the 
Marines for not yet moving into 
Baidoa, a violence- wracked dty 200 
kilometres northwest of Mogadishu in 
the heart of the famine belt. 

But Marine Lieutenant-General 
Robert D. Johnson, commander of 
U.S. forces in Somalia, says he will 
not send Marines to Baidoa until 
troop strength in increased. 

*Tm going to get there as quickly 
as 1 can. But there's an assumption 
that if you get there quickly that's all 
you have to do," he told reporters 
Sunday. 

Rumonrs circulated Monday in 
Baidoa that die Marines could be in 


the dty as early as Monday night. 

In an indication either that security 
was improving in the dty or that relief 
agencies were trying to force Gen. 
Johnston's hand, six unguarded Care 
trucks delivered food to a village 40 
kilometres south of Baidoa. It was the 
first time in months that a convoy had 
gone without armed guards. 

In Stockholm on Sunday, U.S. 
Secretary of State Lawrence Eagle- 
burger confirmed that U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali bad 
sent President George Bush a letter 
setting out what he saw as the aims of 
the U.S. operation. 

These included removing mines 
from ihe country, disarming armed 
groups and militias and seeking to 
pacify the country, as 'well as the 
purely humanitarian tasks of bringing 
food to the starving and medidne to 
the sick. 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. denies ‘strategic’ goal 
in Somalia— Arab states 
declined to take the lead 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior American 
official Monday categorically de- 
nied that the U.S. was hoping to 
achieve any strategic objectives in 
the Horn of Africa through its 
deployment of tens of thousands 
of soldiers in Somalia and re- 
vealed that Washington took the 
lead in the humanitarian effort in 
the country after Arab and Isla- 
mic countries declined to do so. 

Andrew Natsios, special coor- 
dinator of the U.S. approach to 
Somalia, also presented for the 
first time the scenario that 
Washington hopes would unfold 
once security has been restored in 
the war-shattered, chaotic coun- 
try of starving millions and reile- 
rared that tbe American involve- 
ment in the country was purely 
humanitarian. 

“We have no geopolitical in- 
terest or objectives" in sending 
troops to lead the U.N.-approved 
force to Somalia to protect food 
convoys and relief officials, Mr. 
Natsios said in a satellite press 
conference with journalists from 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Ye- 
men. 

“We would not have waited so 
long before taking actioo if we 


had" such an objective, he said. 
It was an indirect reference to the 
23 months that passed since the 
ouster of the Mohammad Siad 
Barre regime, which plunged 
Somalia to anarchy and chaos 
leading to the death of hundreds 
of thousands from starvation and 
related diseases as well as clan 
rivalry before the U.N. Security 
Council authorised the use of 
force for humanitarian purposes. 

In any event, Mr. Natsios 
pointed out, “the cold war is f.ver 
... and the U.S. is cutting down 
its military budget by 25 per cent 
... the number of its armed forces 
... its weapons ..." and this policy 
predudes American military pre- 
sence in any form in any foreign 
country. 

"Believe me, our presence in 
Somalia will be short ... very short ... 
in fact we would like to have (the 
forces) back by Christmas,” Mr. Nat- 
sios affirmed. But he dedined to 
specify any timeframe for die with- 
drawal of American forces from the 
country. 

He told reporters during the ex- 
change, arranged by Worldnet. an 
arm of the Um'ted States Information 
Services, that an indigenous Somali 
police force would be set up “under 
the control of the U.N. and report- 
able to the elders (or the various 

(Continued on page 5) 
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PLO : Autonomy accord possible by April 


CAIRO (AP) — A ^Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official said Monday he believed 
that Palestinian agreement with 
Israel on an interim five-year 
period of self-rule in the occupied 
territories could be reached by 
next April. 

Saeed Kamal, the PLO’s repre- 
sentative in Cairo, told reporters 
that such an agreement would be 
linked to a final settlement. He 
said that both accords would be 
based on U.N. resolutions 242 
and 338. 

Mr. Kamai said that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat would 
visit Cairo next week to discuss 
with President Hosni Mubarak 
the results of the eighth round of 
Arab-Israeli peace talks now 
under way in Washington. 

Mr. Kama! said that 


Palestinian-Israeli talks had 
"nearly reached agreement on 
jurisdiction in certain fields." 
Israel wants to give Palestinians 
jurisdiction over municipal and 
other services like education and 
health, but the Palestinians want 
control of security and land as 
well as legislative powers. 

“It is my personal opinion that 
agreement on the interim period 
can be reached by April and can 
be linked to the final settlement." 
Mr. Kama! said. 

Mr. Kamal spoke to reporters 
after meeting with President 
Mubarak's wife. Suzanne, and 
handing her a cheque for 403 ,000 
pounds ( $121 .000) as a contribu- 
tion from Palestinians in Egypt to 
the rebuilding of schools des- 
troyed by the Oct. 12 earthquake. 


President Hafez A1 Assad 
Monday rejected Israeli conten- 
tions that U.N. Security Council 
resolutions provide for a partial 
withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. 

“Partial pullout forms a step 
towards peace but does not bring 
about peace,” Mr. Assad said in a 
speech to the 22nd general con- 
gress of the Syrian Trade Union. 

The Syrian leader said his 
country would continue partici- 
pating in the U.S. -sponsored 
negotiations with Israel despite a 
current deadlock “but not fore- 
ver.” 

Israel contends that Resolution 
242 does not specify that it relin- 
quish all of the West Bank. Gaza 
Strip, East Jerusalem and the 
Golan Heights. 

But Mr. Assad said: “Our 
cherished desire for peace will 


never be at the expense of land, 
because to the Arabs, and Syria 
in the forefront, land is dignity 
and homeland. 

"Peacef is not a matter of sale 
or purchase but is rights and 
obligations: Rights that should go 
back to their owners and obliga- 
tions and commitments to secur- 
ity and peace which ought to be 
carried out by all sides." he said. 

The president touched on divi- 
sions among Arab countries. 

"The present circumstances of 
the Arab Nation and the great 
challenges facing it make Arab 
solidarity a necessity." he said. 

Mr. Assad said Syrians were 
pleased with the latest political 
developments in Lebanon and 
“are looking forward to eliminat- 
ing the traces of the civil war. 
This should be achieved by 
time." 


Hamas: Kidnap aims 
at pressuring Israel 


By Mariam M. Shah in 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter . 

AMMAN — The kidnapping of 
an Israeli policeman in the city of 
Lod Sunday marked the latest 
phase in what Hamas calls its 
strategy to “liberate Palestine 
from Zionist occupation." 

While the kidnapping aims at 
freeing Hamas leader Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin. Hamas officials 
in Amman say it is the first in a 
series the organisation plans to 
take to force Israelis to “leave 
Palestine." 

The organisation, which 
evolved in the early 1980s in the 
occupied territories, is a religious 
group which is at odds with main- 




stream Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) groups that 
support a two-state solution to 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 

Hamas’s goal is to liberate 
Palestine of Jewish control from 
the Mediterranean Sea to the 
Jordan River. Like religious par- 
ties in Israel, the organisation 
opposes political cohabitation 
with secular forces. 

On a practical level, however, 
Hamas has formed. a coalition 
with Palestinian leftist groups 
that oppose the current peace 
process, although the latter do 
not subscribe the Hamas’s goal of 
total liberation. 

(Continued ml page 5) 


Yemeni premier said 
to resign after riots 


SANAA (R) — Opposition 
sources in Yemen said Monday 
that Prime Minister Haider Abu 
Bakr A1 Anas had resigned after 
cost-of-living riots in which 13 
people were killed. 

Government officials refused 
to comment on the claim and 
there was no way to obtain inde- 
pendent confirmation. 

“Attas has definitely resigned 
and nobody can deny this," 
Abdul Rahman AI Jefri, leader of 
the pro-Saudi Sons of Yemen 
League, told Reuters. 

The opposition reported that 
President Alt Abdullah Saleh had 
rejected the resignation, submit- 
ted Saturday. They said govern- 


ment officials were trying to per- 
suade Mr. Attas to go back on his 
decision. 

Mr. Jefri said Mr. Attas 
attended a cabinet meeting on 
Sunday due to "attempts to con- 
vince him to withdraw his res- 
ignation." 

He also said that Vice- 
President Ali Salem Al Baidh was 
in seclusion because of wide dif- 
ferences with Mr. Saleh’s Gener- 
al People's Congress (GPC) par- 

ty> - 

“The situation is deteriorating, 

the country is on fire and the 
vice-president is in seclusion,” 

(Continued oa page 5) 
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tale of a not-so-fluid struggle in Somalia 


i By P.V. Vivekanand 

! Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


’-VARS HAVE been fought 
r.nd thousands have given their 
.Ives over water, the eternally 
precious commodity, since 
.i-me immemorial. Somalia is 
r.o exception to the rule. But 
what makes it a little different 
in the Horn of Africa is the fact 
that water has also been used 
extensively as a weapon in clan 
rivalry by denying it to the 
enemies. 

And that was one of the major 
problems that confronted the Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF) in its efforts to address 
water shortages in Somalia, where 
hundreds of thousands have fled 
•.heir homes and villages in the face 
■J anarchy and violence. 

As UNICEF experts Tanned out 
j.-, April and May within Moga- 
dishu and surrounding areas, seek- 
ing to repair water wells and entice 
people back to their original dwell- 
ings. they found themselves facing 
certain "unique" situations, says 
Mohammad Omar, head of the 
./a ter and sanitation programmes 
of UNICEF in Somalia. 

‘•Same water wells were full of 
dead bodies: others were Tilled 
vvjth stones, and yel some others 
were blasted away." says Mr. 
Omar, “it took a long time before 
we could clean some of the wells 
:-.nd ensure that they provided I pot- 
jble water to the residents." 

Wanton destruction after looting 
and plundering was the key word 
:o the Somali clan war. Reports are 
common of villages being looted in 
succession a dozen times in six or 
nine months by different gangs, 
•who left behind nothing of value. 

"They even dug up water pipes 
*nd destroyed them for no appa- 
rent reason.” says Osman Adelc. 
.■ho fled his village, about 30 
kilometres outside Mogadishu, in 
January, along with his family of 
six. 

“We would have stayed on if we 
could get water.” says Mr. Adele, 


a farmer and livestock breeder. 
"But the bandits and gunmen 
made sure we did not have any.” 

By and large this is the sentiment 
expressed by many Somalis who 
find themselves turned into re- 
fugees in their own country. 

“Ensuring water is available in 
the village is one of our main 
means to bring the villagers back to 
their homes,” Mr. Omar ex- 
plained. 

To start with, Mr. Omar, an 
Afghan national said, Somalia nev- 
er had an effective water supply 
system even before the crisis. 
“There were some networks in the 
major towns and cities, but beyond 
them the only means was water 
wells.” 


THE UNITED Nations Development Programme Sunday 
readied an agreement with militia leaders to operate a water 
pum ping plant . at Aflot, about IS kilometres outside 
Mogadishu, In bill capacity, the plant is supposed to meet 80 
per cent of the capital’s water needs. But aid workers have 
said that over 300,000 people now living in Mogadishu are 
not covered by the network connected with the plant and 
thus have to depend on the brackish, often contaminated 
water from the shallow water wells. The plant, which 
functioned erratically in the past two years, was closed down 
completely in September by a militia “guarding” it after a 
dispute over payment for protection — in other words for 
not looting it. 


works well not only to invite local 
interest and participation in pro- 
jects but also to bring about a sense 
of responsibility. 

The problems that face UNICEF 
water programmes in lawless 
Somalia are numerous, starting 
with the daily “disappearance" of 
ropes and pulleys and conti nuin g 
with residents' resistance to rebury 
dead bodies away from areas near 
water wells. 

In many cases. UNICEF had to 
abandon new water-well projects 
since the ownership of the land was 
in dispute. “What is the use of 
digging a new well and making it 
operative only to find someone 
coming along the next day claiming 


Even in cities and towns, a 
majority of the populaton had to 
depend' on water wells for their 
needs. And these were among 
those targeted and destroyed dur- 
ing the rampage of the gunmen 
during the heyday of civil war and 
anarchy in Somalia. 

Now, Mr. Omar estimates, if 
will cost anywhere between $150 
million and S20Q million to sec up a 
national water network to cover 
most of Somalia. Again, remote 
areas will have to continue to rely 
on water wells and ropes and pul- 
leys to meet their needs. 

As things stood in the later half 
of November, UNICEF was slowly 
making its cautious way inland 
after repairing old wells and dig- 
ging new wells in some of the key 
cities on the coast. 

It was not an easy task. 

“Everyone suspected us of bid- 
den motives and refused to cooper- 
ate with us,” recalled Barberis 
Delio. a UNICEF consultant. 

“Children used ro stone us here 
everytime we came up here to 
assess the status of water wells and 
try to repair some of them," the 
Italian water expert said, gesturing 
to small boys and girls waving at 
the UNICEF vehicles taking us 
through a hilltop camp in northern 
Mogadishu. 


ownership of the land and denying 
others access to the well?" asked 


giving them water that they took a 
new look at us,” he explained. 
“Now they greet us and wave to 
us." 

UNICEF has made it a policy to 
dig wells near every mother and 
child care centre — again some- 
thing new in itself for the Somali 
capital. However, many residents 
still face one or two-kilometre 
treks to nearest water wells; a 
problem partially addressed by 
donkey carts laden with barrels 
selling water in areas where wells 
do not exist and to those who can 
afford it. 


tion with other international relief 
agencies, has set up its highly 
successful “water purification pro- 
ject" on the banks of the gushing 
Jubba River. 

The system involves two tanks 
— one to take in the pumped 
muddy water to be cleaned of 
impurities such as soil and solid 
waste and the other for chlorina- 
tion. 


others access to the well? 
Mr. Delio. 


In northern Mogadishu — with a 
population of about 500.000 in- 
cluding about 150,000 people dis- 
placed by the civil war — UNICEF 
has dug or repaired 135 water 
wells. 


According to relief officials in 
the area, the rate of diarrohea and 
measles went down rapidly after 
the system swung into operation 
two months ago. 


In the south, where there was 
relatively easier access to places, 
over 150 wells are operating. 

“Now every Mogadishu resident 
could get an average of one litre of 
water every day," said Shukri H. 
Adawe, a Somali working with 
UNICEF water programmes. 


However, the traditional UN- 
ICEF approach and launching pro- 
jects and handing them over to the 
local authorities does not work in 
Somalia simply because there is no 
local authority. As a result. UN- 
ICEF remains very much in charge 
and bean full responsibility for the 
maintenance and upkeep of the 
water wells. 


Chlorination is another area of 
headaches. “We simply do not 
have the resources to go around 
periodically to ensure that the wa- 
ter wells are chlorinated.” said Mr. 
Delio. "So we entrusted local resi- 
dents with the job only to find out 
later that few of them used the 
chlorine we gave them to purify the 
water. Instead, they used it to wash 
their clothes." 

"Dead bodies pose another ma- 
jor problem," said Mr. Omar. 
“When we came here in April we 
found thousands of bodies buried 
under less than two feet or just 
dumped under garbage. The only 
way to get over this problem was 
moving the entire garbage in load- 
ers and dump them' outside the 
ritv." 


“It was not until they realised 
that we were trying to help them by 


A paltry amount indeed, but a 
big achievement compared with 
the total lack of water for months 
of dvil war violence. 

In the southwestern town of 
Baidere. UNICEF, in coordina- 


“Wc are trying to hand over the 
responsibilities to local residents, 
who. in their own interests, should 
take over.” said Delio. 

The UNICEF water programme 
allows for financing wells up to a 
depth of 40 metres. In cases where 
water could be found any deeper, 
local residents have to share the 
additional cost — a concept (hat 


Having done chat, UNICEF Stitt 
faced the problem of shallow 
graves which would disgorge their 
contents with the first rains; a 
problem that assumes a graver 
magnitude when see in light of the 
fact that epidemics bad caused the 
death of many of those buried in 
makeshift graves. 

The problem was and still is. 
explains Mr. Omar, that families 
object to the remains of their loved 
ones being moved. 

“It is a difficult situation when 
confronted with the sentiments and 


emotions of families,” he said. 
What be left unsaid was indeed 
that any forced move on the part of 
anyone against the will of the 
famil y coaid easily lead to a gm- 
tight which would produce more 
bodies to be buried. 

Coating the entire sidewalls of 
water wells with thick cement 
works in most cases to prevent 
seepage, but that does not address 
the problem of sanitation in the 
populated areas where shallow 
graves hold dead bodies. 

Heavy rains fell in the last week 
of November, and the reality of the 
threat could not have been brought 
any doser than the drench of death 
that seeped from the mounds of 
sand with headstones in heavily 
populated neighbourhoods. 

On the positive side, however, is 
that people are slowly drifting back 
to t heir h omes as a result of the 
UNICEF water programmes. 

It is a folly to dig wells in 
newty-popniated areas, says Mr. 
Delio, armed with an array of 
maps pinpointing the location of 
water weOs, old and new. "It will 
only encourage the displaced to 
stay on in their newfound loca- 
tions. whereas our objective is to 
get people to their actual homes," 
he explained. (By deign or coinci- 
dence it was the maps of Moga- 
dishu water weOs that Mr. Delio 
had in his possession that led to his 
detention last week in the south of 
the capital where he was accused of 
spying and possessing “secret milit- 
ary maps" of Mogadishu. He was 
freed 48 hours later after high-level 
U.N. intervention). 

To serve the objective attracting 
people back to their homes. Mr. 
Delio said, UNICEF is planning to 
repair old weds and di^ new ones 
near the “green line** dividing 
Mogadishu into tiefdoms of rival 
leaders. 

Every building on the “green 
line" is in shatters and it will 
indeed be a Herculian task to 
entice people back there, particu- 
larly with the onset of winter. 

But “someone has to start some- 
where." explained Mr. Delio, an 
eternal optimist. 
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TOKYO (Agencies) — The Mid- 
dle East needs Japanese invest- 
ment because a lasting peace 
must be guaranteed by stable 
growth as well as agreements on 
borders. Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said Monday. 

“We are looking for two kinds 
of investment from Japan — 
Japanese business in Israel and 
Japanese business in the Middle 
East region," he said after arriv- 
ing for a four-day visit as part of a 
tour that will also take in Europe 
and Washington. 

“The Middle East of con- 
frontation is changing to a Middle 
East of accommodation," he 
said. “That is why we want Japan 
to increase the depth of relations 
both with the Arab countries and 


Mr. Peres said he aimed to 
convince Japanese leaders, banks 
and other prospective investors 
that Israel was serious about 
long-range peace plans. Talks be- 


tween Israel and Arab states be- 
gan last year. 

Besides the call for more in- 
vestment, Mr. Peres said he 
would discuss pending bilateral 
issues such as double taxation, 
joint ventures in advanced tech- 
nology and ways to increase 
trade. 

He is due to meet Emperor 
Akihito. Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa. Foreign Minister 
Mi'chio Watanabe, leading 
businessmen and politicians. 

Mr. Peres told reporters he 
hoped the visit would also enable 
the two countries to improve eco- 
nomic ties that until recently were 
limited by Japan's pro-Arab 
stance in the Middle East con- 
flict. 

Earlier this month, Tokyo 
broke with earlier precedents by 
calling for an end to the Arab 
boycott of firms that deal with 
Israel, calling the sanctions a 
violation of free trade. 


“We appreciate very much 
Japan's calling on the Arabs to 
end their unfair boycott,” Mr. 
Peres told reporters. “We wish to 
improve relations between Japan 
and Israel on a mutual basis.” 

Bank of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel is accompanying Mr. 
Peres on his visit, which will 
include meetings with " many 
Japanese busness and financial 
officials. 

Mr. Peres said Israel hoped to 
further normalise economic ties 
with an agreement to avoid dou- 
ble taxation on bilateral trade. 
Israel also wants to promote joint 
ventures in science and technolo- 
gy, he said. 

“We would like to bring to the 
attention of the Japanese our 
conviction that we are going to 
face a new and peaceful Middle 
East and our conviction that the 
Japanese can do more business 
beneficial to the two sides,” Mr. 
Peres said. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Shopowrfcre 
in Baghdad’s flea market sat for-. 
tornfySmong then empty shelves 
reading newspapers- Offices of 
foreign airlines akmg Saadonn 
Str eet are dark and sbuttereo. 

But the capital, its Gulf war 
damage almost completely re- 
paired, bustles with the move- 
ment of people g° i °g Q afa ®“* 
dafiy fives despite a 28 -montb-old 
U.N. trade blockade. • ■ . 

The government is stm able to 
sustain a rationing system , and 
diplomats estimate industry -is 
wo r king at about 30 pe r ceat of 
capacity despite a lack of imported 
raw materials and spares. 

However, austerity measures 
introduced last week banning the 
sale of some imported goods re- 
flect mcreasiog difficulties. 

The first effect of the ban on 
the sale of 146 imported consum- 
er items, from furniture to 
cigarettes, was to send prices for 
domestic goods soaring. 

As traders cleared shelves of 
foreign electrical goods and do- 
th ing, Iraqis predicted a 

flourishing blade market. • 

Security has been tight around 
shops and markets. The Baath 
Party daily A1 Thawra said Mon- 
'day inspectors from the trade and 
finance ministries had found 
houses turned into warehouses to 
hide goods from the list. 

The import restrictions’ list and 
deadline have already gone 
through changes since they were 
fust mooted in August. 

The Trade Ministry relented 
further on Sunday, saying that as 
traders had been so cooperative 
they would be allowed to store 
unsold items instead of sur- 
rendering them. 

“The government wants to sup- 
port the dinar and it doesn’t 
really know how,” one diplomat 
said. The Iraqi currency, ts offi- 
cially worth $3.10, but fetches 
about 30 dinars on the Mack 
market. 

Until the U.N. Security Coun- 
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Qatar sacks minister of state 


DUBAI (R) — The enrir of Qatar Monday sacked n3aSmi li :^iZ 
state from the 17-member cabinet but gave no reason*^’^ < 
action. The Qatar News Agency said an emiri decree 
Minister of State Mubarak Ali AJ Khater of his post. The£‘ 

gave no reason for sacking Sheikh Khater. who had sepf. . 

Qatar's foreign minister before he was named minister 
cabinet reshuffle last September. • 


New policies in Sudan to boost export! 


- THE FINEST FRENCH & SWISS CHEESES 


- HAM. MORTADELLA, SALAME, 


- POULTRY & BEEF COLD CUTS 


- CHRISTMAS CAKE, CHOCOLATE DELIGHTS 


GOODIES - AL AMER CENTRE 
SHMEISANI - NEAR BUSINESS BANK 
TELEPHONE: 696998 
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We'll be holding our annual 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR from 
\ Dec 16th - 23rd at the 

Philadelphia Hotel 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


KHARTOUM (R) — The Sudanese government anm* 
Monday measures which it hopes will double export eaririajR ' 
current financial year. Under the new policy, the governmtt 
give incentives to exporters who sell goods at! prices aboveri - 
minimum rates, the official Sudan News Agency (SUNA~___ 
ported. Minimum prices have been set for ei^t commofitfc^^ 
Sudan’s main export, cotton, was not on the fisfSUNA'g ~ 

Ibrahim Obeidallah, the minister of commerce, cooperate# __ 

supply, as saying exporters who manage to sen the goodsi^P m 
above the minimum levels will be allowed to use tbeexccsS s J 
discretion and it would not be taxed. ExpoTters-wlwsettinda,^^^ 
a specified quantity for each item would, also .'be' eKgi& 
government rebates equivalent to between two and four per ry 
the proceeds from the sales. The new policies are to ram 
effect until September next year. Mr. Obeidalla said - 

measures can push up export earnings in 1992/93 w 
from a total of $431 million forecast in the current 
1991/1992, export earnings were $301 million.'. • .; 




Egyptian policeman, burned by militants,^ 


supporting this \ . 

Save The CWdrep*^ 
project which 
provides hundreds xi 

nf ! Ntri Ar.rvny i ■ * 


An assortment of more; 




of under-privileged 
women and 
children \ 


yrtirian 120 items of uniquely 

^^handcrafted products & designs. 
^OUR SALE SPECIALS WILL CONTINUE! 
For more information, please call 626760 


W — An Egyptian policeman died on Monday, 
suffered in Muslim militant attack during a huge sccuri^i*.,, 
down in Cairo last week. Subbi Ali Ibrahim was hit by ^me| 
as he sat in a police car last Wednesday, the secpmT&P 
crackdown on militants in the Cabo alum of Imbaba. A'doo)^ 
the Hfimiya military hospital in Cairo said Ibrahim tfiedf, j 
bums Monday morning. About 12,000 members of t&th L 
security forces took part in the Imbaba operation, lhe' % ; 


_ J xii/vui. jUtyWU iii&iuvwia Y 1 'TT't 

security forces took part in the Imbaba operation, Ac'%; 
security sweep in Cairo in recent years. Police arrested taore^ 
o00 suspended militants and ordinary criminals. A surge of Mi 
militant-related violence has killed more thaw 70 Deoofe 


v-v miuuuKi tum oramary criminals, a surge < 

mjbtant-related violence has killed more than 70 people 
inclu ding a British tourist. Egypt has accused ban and 
orchestrating the militant violence. 
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southerly fresh, and seas rough. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman — - 03 SH 

Aqaba 

Deserts 04 418 

Jordan VaOcy 12/16 


Alqnds pharmacy ( — ■) 

ZAJtQA.- 

Dr. Tarcq Hijiwi 985445 

Khalifcfa pharmacy 985417 


emergencies 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


S*. Mary of Nazareth Chord. SwdCkfc, 
Td. 810740 

AnaabBes of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

Si. Joseph Chore* Td. 624590. 
Chart* o f the Ao niMu-latk o Tel. 
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A depression centred over Cyprus 
accompanied by a cold front win affect 
the Kingdom, therefore, it will be 
partly cloudy, and rain will faD in the 
northern parts extending gradually to 
the central parts of the Kingdom. A 
drop in temperatures will occur and 
winds will be westerly associated with 
thunder acthilY. In Aqaba it will be 
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Princess Sarvath visits 
Phonetics Research Centre 




^ a Jordan Hines 
Staff Reporter 


s h,;- ^ 'Xhiyestments system 


i: W rW-i^* of establishing pro- 

^7" r^qstry and Trade Ministry 
,,,v General Marwan Awad 

P - ■ op,'- . \tfje Jordan Times that the 
V:, ^d!sert^*tB,'ied by Mr. Abdal Karim 
“-r-crv-^^Jiapresents lhe Yemeni 
•■‘ui Vi|.^^,nOT8tjon for Investments and 
ti=.fr . ^Sobers come from the cor- 

— -tjtiOT's financial and adminis- 
"^V“"vT : ^ vr- sections. They will tour a 

lc • -i 'civ,i 3r: $icr of corporations like the 
-•iSe*'- Industrial Estates Cor- 

jtion, .the Free Zones Cor- 
^ m- .. indn, the Aqaba port and 
_.// ^y. # institutions. 

» --p pjlj ^ifee-team, which is scheduled 
" -'-s visit Wednesday, met 

u;. -••.££« f^^tfjUster of Industry and 

ir-'.’.iie a'-’*.T^X)r. Abdullah Ensour Sun- 
■ : reviewed the incentives 


incentives 

and exemptions Jordan is offering 
to investors under a law for en- 
couraging foreign investments in 
the Kingdom. 

Mr. Awad, who attended the 
meeting with the minister, out- 
lined various aspects of the Jorda- 
nian economy, giving details ab- 
out the climate for investments 
and the government’s policies to 
encourage economic projects. In 
discussing the general economic 
atmosphere. Dr. Ensour and Mr. 
Awad spoke about the economic 
restructuring programme applied 
in Jordan to help pep up the 
economy that was severely hit by 
the Gulf crisis. He said that the 
programme has succeeded in 
enabling Jordan to achieve good 
successes in reducing foreign 
debts and minimising inflation. 

Dr. Ensour said that in 1992 
Jordan achieved 13 per cent 
growth and unemployment has 
been reduced while the current 
domestic revenues now cover cur- 
rent expenses for the first time in 
Jordan’s history. 


By Caroline Farraj 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath A1 Hassan called 
at the Phonetics Research Centre 
at the University of Jordan Mon- 
day. 

The Princess was shown the SI 
million equipment installed at the 
centre which includes a computer 
used to carry out sound analysis, 
equipment used to monitor the 
performance of vocal cords in 
voiced sounds, psycho-linguistic 
technology and tools used to ex- 
amine communication disorders 
in children's speech. 

The Princess toured the centre 
and talked to students with 
speech impediments, and special- 
ists’ difficulties who run the cen- 
tre's rehabilitation programme. 

University President Fawzi 
Gharaibeh. who accompanied the 
Princess on the tour, said that the 
Swiss government has also 
offered to train a team of Jorda- 
nian specialists and help promote 
the centre's activities. 

The Centre's Director Yousef 
A1 Halls reviewed the centre's 


Iqaba expects tourist boom 


c ESa Nasrallah 

fr'-frytin Times Staff Reporter 
.MAN — The Ministry of 
- r ='-T >rism and Antiquities will 
. ; : a wide scale prom- 

j: programme through the 
* ^la to encourage local tourism 

~ i attention focused on the port 
- :? -‘.‘of Aqaba. • 

7" ministry Secretary General 

.ij' AtaHah told the Jordan 
; -v -3 7th at the programme was 
' Jedto encourage Jordanians 

" St the winter resort not only 
■ l : v-.jg the ma » n public holidays 
r.:-;--jKthe beaches are over- 


beaches are over- 
-tieoTmt throughout the year. 
- the flow of tourists 

."JS&dm in the 1992 period as 
* - - V/Mr.Atallah noted that the 
.. v . -'join has /ecovered from the 
.^^d^e oonsequepces of the 


Gulf War when the tourism in- 
dustry especially in Aqaba was 
seriously hit. 

The ministry expects 1993 to be 
a boom year for tourism in Jor- 
dan with an expected 15 per cent 
increase in the volume of tourists 
who came during 1992, Mr. Atal- 
lah predicted. He added that as of 
the coming year large groups of 
tourists will be coming to Aqaba 
during winter, but he noted 
that the port city had been re- 
latively quiet over the past three 
months. 

Asked about the Finnish 
groups who traditionally come to 
Aqaba in winter time, Mr. Atal- 
lah said that die economic reces- 
sion in Finland caused a decrease 
in the numbers of Finnish tourists 
arriving in Aqaba compared to 


the past two years. He also noted 
that some tourists coming from 
Europe on package tours, that 
include Egypt as well as Jordan, 
did not come in the past few 
months due to the continuing 
attacks on tourists in Egypt. 

Mr. Atallah said that tourist 
offices in Jordan had been re- 
quested to encourage tourists to 
spend more time in Amman, 
Jerasb, Monte Nebo and other 
attractions in addition to Aqaba. 

Ministry of Tourism officials 
said that tourism in 1990 
accounted for 10 per cent of 
Jordan's Gross National Product 
and was heading for record levels 
before the Gulf Crisis. Mr. Atal- 
lah said the ministry's wide rang- 
ing campaign in Europe, was 
reviving the market lost. 



. r ^Arabiy at receives pharmacist 

WAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament 
Jeer Abdul Latif Arabiyat received at Pariia- 
. 4 Monday a delegation representing the 
t C 5 > Iranian Pharmacists Association. The delega- 
. briefed Dr. Arabiyat on legal impediments 
r tg pharmacists in Jordan. The House Speaker , 

. '-/sedthe importance of cooperation between 
..... r: : TOj&tative authority and the various sectors of 


delegation and Lebanese MP 

the society. Dr. Arabiyat also received Moham- 
mad Habib Sadeq, a visiting member of the 
Lebanese Parti ament, who conveyed to him the 
congratulations of the Speaker of the Lebanese 
Parliament Nabih Barre on his re-election. The 
meeting reviewed parliamentary ties between 
Jordan and Lebanon. 


activities, noting that the staff 
were conducting research, sur- 
veys and taking part in the re- 
habilitation of students suffering 
from speech difficulties. 

Teacher training 
focus of 
conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
League Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(ALESCO) and the Ministry of 
Education Monday opened a 
four-day meeting on the job 
training for teachers of the Arab 
World. 

Delegates from Jordan and 
three other Arab slates are dis- 
cussing topics related to raising 
the standards and proficiency of 
teachers and enabling them to 
acquire at least the first university 
degree through special education- 
al and training programmes, 
according to the Ministry of 
Education. 

The Jordanian experiment in 
training teachers will be among 
the main themes on the agenda, 
the ministry said. “Jordan gives 
due care to raising the standards 
of teachers to enable them to 
cany out the best performance 
and help the country overhaul the 
educational process in the coming 
21st century,” said Dr. Munther 
A1 Masri, Ministry of Education 
Secretary General in a speech at 
the opening session. 

One of the main recommenda- 
tions and resolutions passed by 
the Jordanian Educational Con- 
ference in 1987 was to raise the 
standard of teachers through 
programmes initiated in the 1988- 
89 scholastic years. Dr. Masri 
said. Under the programme, 
teachers holding community col- 
lege diplomas who have gone on 
to university degrees are esti- 
mated at about 22.000. 

Dr. Masri noted that the pro- 
ject which takes 10 years to 
accomplish was running side by 
side with another designed to 
help university graduates and 
teachers to attain higher degrees 
and supervisors to acquire docto- 
rates. 

On-the-job teachers training 
programmes. Dr. Masri said, 
were being conducted with the 
help of the University of Jordan, 
Yarmouk and Muta Universities. 

- Delegates from Egypt, 
-Bahrain, Iraq and Jordan are 
taking part in the meeting which 
ALESCO said was part of its 
programmes to help Arab coun- 
tries improve and modernise their 
educational systems. ALESCO 
delegate Dr. Jubrail Bishara told 
the meeting that raising the stan- 
dard of teachers was one of the 
main problems faring educational 
systems of the Arab World. 

Educationists from Arab uni- 
versities in the private and public 
sectors in Jordan attended the 
opening session. 


Royal Jordanian has pulled out of 
Gulf crisis gloom, says airline chief 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ), the national airline, 
has achieved good successes from 
its operations during 1992 after 
overcoming the negative con-, 
sequences of the Gulf war and the 
world economic recession, 
according to its 29th Marketing 
Conference which began in Am- 
man Monday. 

RJ President and Chief Execu- 
tive Mahmoud Jama! Baiqez 
announced that the national air- 
line's total revenues by the end of 
1992 are expected' to reach 
JD 253 ■million, registering an 18 
per cent increase over 1991 fi- 
gures. 

By the end of 1992 RJ will have 
made 14,197 flights which is an 
increase of 28 per cent over last 
year's operations. Mr. Baiqez 
said. He said that during this year 
RJ’s aircraft will have aimed 1.1 
million passengers which is an 
increase of 40 per cent over the 
total number of passengers in 
1991 and the airline transported 
46.350 tonnes of goods, register- 
ing eight per cent over that trans- 
ported in 1991. 

The two-day sales conference 
which coincides with the national 
airline's 29th anniversary, held at 
the Philadelphia Hotel, is 



Mahmoud Baiqez inaugurates Royal Jordanian's 29th Annual 
Marketing Conference Monday in Amman 


attended by RJ sales managers 
from various offices around the 
world. Items on the agenda in- 
clude RJ’s marketing strategy, 
future plans and means of further 
boosting the airline's perform- 
ance. 

According to Mr. Baiqez. the 
successes of 1992 were made 
possible due to the intensive 
marketing activities along the RJ 
routes and through offices around 
the world. 

In 1992. RJ added Jakarta, 
Berlin, Aden and Athens to its 


flight paths and increased its 
flights to the Far East and India. 
He said that RJ is planning to 
take further steps in 1993 aimed 
at corroborating its gains during 
1992. RJ plans to open new 
routes to Chicago via Amsterdam 
in June 1993 and hopes to in- 
crease its seat sales by 71 per 
cent. 

Mr. Baiqez said in the coming 
year, RJ planes are expected to 
make 16,450 flights canying 1.25 
million passengers and 
62,649 tonnes of goods. The com- 


pany hopes to achieve an increase 
of 12 per cent in passenger load 
and 35 per cent in cargoes over 
the 1992 figures. 

In the coming year, RJ wilt 
concentrate its services on three 
Boeing 707 planes to boost its air 
freight operations around the 
world with particular focus on 
exporting Jordanian national 
goods. Mr. Baiqez said. 

RJ will operate a fleet of 16 
planes which include the Tristar 
500, Airbus 310 and 320 and the 
Boeing 727 and 707. 

Operations for 1993 will con- 
tinue with the maintenance and 
other services at its workshops at 
the Queen Alia International 
Airport. 

At present. RJ planes fly to 43 
cities in 33 countries. The com- 
pany has 117 offices around the 
world stretching from Australia 
to Los Angeles. Mr. Baiqez said. 

According to a press release 
Monday the RJ chief was ex- 
pected to present certificates of 
merit to veteran staff members 
and shields ro outstanding RJ 
employees during a special cere- 
mony to be organised at the 
Palace of Culture of Al Husseir. 
Youth City. 


Arab writers 5 conference tackles. . . . 


Children’s television 


democracy and media 


By Masa Alai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Television program- 
mes aimed at children in the Arab 
world were heavily criticised 
Monday at a seminar held under 
the auspices of the .Arab Writers 
Conference. 

Children's programmes are too 
few and they are of “bad quality” 
said Dr. Emad Zaki from the 
National Association for the 
Education of the Child. ‘This is 
due to weak planning, unqual- 
ified staff, and small budgets to 
support programmes that develop 
the child’s mind.” 

Dr. Zaki stressed that the influ- 
ence of TV and radio on society is 
undisputabie, and children are 
the most affected by it. It is 
important that programmes for 
children aim to develop the 
child's personality because to- 
day’s children are tomorrow's 
adults and society depends on 
them, he said. 

TV and radio programmes 
should motivate children and pro- 
vide them with cultural and scien- 
tific knowledge to enable them to 
face the cultural threat from the 
West and deal with the modem 
technological world, he con- 
tinued. 

The seminar entitled “Science 
Fiction and its Effect on the 
Formulation of the Child's Mind” 
began on Sunday. “The Child’s 
imagination,” was discussed 
yesterday in terms of what is 
offered by the media to the child 


and how child’s mind should be 
developed. A paper was pre- 
sented by Mahmoud El Raj by 
and Rawdah Al Hudhud on chil- 
dren's imagination writing for 
children which aim to develop 
this faculty. Another paper was 
presented by Safa Sankour from 
Iraq about science fiction on TV. 

Dr. Zaki Monday said that 
more Arabic programmes should* 
be produced which emphasise 
Arabic culture, science and 
amusement so as to be able to 
compete with foreign productions 
which have great influence on the 
Arab children of today. “More 
attention should be paid to the 
child to prepare him to contribute 
to the development process as a 
mature member in the future," 
Dr. Zaki said. 

The seminar will focuss Tues- 
day on the future of chikfren’s 
literature within the Arab^Wri- 
ters’ Union. 


hits crops 

SALT (Petra) — Vast areas of 
agricultural lands in Al Arida 
area in the Balqa Governorate 
were destroyed this week as a 
result of a landslide. Owners of 
the lands said the problem started 
last February when the King Tal- 
al Dam, the largest dam in Jor- 
dan, was filled with more than SO 
million cubic metres of water, 
nearing its full capacity. 


By Sa’eda Kilanl 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — During the second 
day of the Eighteenth Arab Wri- 
ters Conference, support for 
democracy and the adoption of a 
strong unified media policy were 
among the hot issues tackled in 
the morning sessions Monday at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

“The best way to achieve de- 
velopment in the Arab society 
must, above all, be based on 
democracy, social justice and 
freedom,” said Dr. Mas’oud 
Daher, secretary general of the 
Lebanese Writers Union, in his 
lecture on possible ways of prog- 
ress in modem Arab society. 
“There has to be an equilibrium 
between the role of private 
(media) institutions on the one 
hand and the role of state institu- 
tions on the other.” 

Dr. Daher explained that as a 
result of long-lasting colonialism, 
which Arab states have endured 
over the past two centuries, Arab 
states have become institutions of 
repression. “Misinterpretation of 
legitimacy has led the authorita- 
tive Arab state to use violent 
means for social order," he said. 

“We must get out of the dead- 
lock in which we are living now 
that is produced by the domi- 
nance of bureaucracy which stood 
against the progress of social in- 
stitutions," he said. 

The importance of the role of 
the media in achieving progress 
was stressed by the Jordanian 
writer Issam Hammad. The need 


for a qualitative rather than quan- 
titative kind of information, he 
said, should be considered as the 
cornerstone of the media policy 
that we should adopt. 

"What we lack is credibility and 
that is because there is no indepen- 
dent, national and patriotic informa- 
tive plans’,” Mr. Hammad said. 
“Most of the material published ip 
the local media is imported. In addi- 
tion to die content that is void of any 
meaning and the absence of political 
and scientific awareness.” 

Mr. Hammad called for the adop- 
tion of a more credible media policy 
which may reinforce the humanita- 
rian dimension and bring confidence 
at borne arid abroad. In the Arab 
Writers Charter of Honour that has 
been drawn up by the Arab writers 
committee, a call was launched for a 
commitment to the following princi- 
ples: 

— Freedom, equality and the re- 
spect of public freedom as well as the 
insistence upon the freedom of ex- 
pression should be sought. 

— A commitment to the Islamic 
Arab culture in all dimensions. 

— The rejection of all policies of 
cultural dependence. 

— The rejection of cultural de- 
pendency on politics. 

— The consideration of dicta- 
torship as a backward political status 
that does not match with Arabic 
values and Islamic principles and con- 
stitutes one of the basic obstacles to 
the scientific, social and economic 
regression - 

— Arab-Zionist conflict is a dispute 
over existence rather than a dispute 
over borders. Arab writers should not 
normalise cultural relations with the 
Israelis. 


VHAT’S GOING ON 


/ An exhibition of ceramics by the Jordanian artist Mahmoud 
Taha at AHa Art Gaflery. 

^ExUbitiori of paintings by Hind Naseer at the Royal Cultural 
/Centre. 

RxfathbW i of pArftwgi by painter Ufemia RJzk at Yarmouk 
Ibncnily, 

Rrtrfhirt^ - nf paintings by Samer Oasama at the French 
j- Cultural Centre. 

Sculpture exhibition by Mona Saudi at AJ Ba&a Art Gaflery in 

of- wea v in g and ceramics, at the P hilad e lp hia Hotel 
fc»m 9-30 sum. tiH 7*30. 

\ Exhibition of and dfltscreen by three artists from 

• Gara Fayez Al Haunt, Kamel Al Mnghamri ami Lafla Shawa at 
'■ Mm HtMeed Sbmnan Foundation Gallery (10 a.m. - 5 pjn.) 


Under the patronage of 

H.R.H. Prince Ra’ad Bin Zeid 
-the Salt Handicraft Training 


■inrites you to the exhibition of 
Weavings and Ceramics 
c. 12-15/1992 Gnat Sh30 a.m. — jun. at the 
Philadelphia Hotel — Amman. 



Rif* 


^t Handkraft Training Centre s a project sponsored by the 
Mason and the Italian governments under a joint technical, 
Catkin agreement The project is implemented by Noor AJ 
Inundation, The Salt Development Corporation and 
Roma 
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One sure way 
to advance peace 


ISRAELI HEALTH Minister Haim Ramon summed it 
np well Sunday when he diagnosed the recent upsurge 
in violence in the West Bank and Gaza Strip a is the 
price of continued Israeli occupation of Arab territor- 
ies. Since there is agreement on the real reasons for 
accelerating the loss of life on both sides of the fence, 
there should also be consensus on the prescription for 
ending the Palestinian revolution against Israel, the 
intifada, now into its sixth year. 

Arabs do not gloat over the daily killings that occur 
in the occupied Arab lands nor do they draw comfort 
from them. Taking the life of a Palestinian or an Israeli 
is a two-edged sword that cuts both ways into the peace 
process that all the parties are desperately trying to 
promote and nurture. The killings are bound to 
unleash emotions in both camps, that are detrimental 
to the spirit of hope that the ongoing peace talks 
kindle. At a time when all parties are making daring 
efforts to create a culture for peace, the perpetuation 
of occupation will only lead to violence and counter- 
violence which in turn can only contribute to the 
creation of a psychology for war and not peace. 

Obviously the most effective way to reverse the tide 
of surging violence is to speed up the peace talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians and show some 
results that can uplift the prospects of peace between 
them on the basis of justice and legitimacy. It goes 
without saying that the lack, so far, of progress In the 
Palestinian-Israeli bilateral peace talks has contri- 
buted to the rise In tension in the area. It is also 
axiomatic that slow or non-advancement in the peace 
negotiations between the two offers the forces of 
extremism on both sides the opportunities to derail the 
entire process. 

It so happens that Arab and Israeli radicals share an 
obvious commonality of interests and objectives that 
overlap in their mutual distrust of the U.S.-brokered 
peace initiative. Israeli occupying authorities have 
recently increased their military vigilance, augmented 
their military grip over the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and heightened their oppression of the people instead 
of applying a more enlightened approach. This is 
where they have gone wrong and got themselves 
bogged down in self-defeating tactics. One operational 
way to reduce tension in the occupied territories has 
already been advanced by some Israeli officials includ- 
ing Health Minister Ramon, of the Labour Party, and 
Energy Minister Amnon Rubinstein, of the left-wing 
Meretz alliance, namely, to affect a unilateral Israeli 
withdrawal Grom the Gaza Strip prior to the realisa- 
tion of a permanent agreement on the future of the 
area. Such a confidence-building measure would 
indeed go a long way to bolster conviction in the 
seriousness and viability of the Israeti-Palestinian 
peace parley. This could be one of the most effective 
ways to halt the cycle of violence in the occupied Arab 
territories. A similar military withdrawal from the 
West Bank would also fortify the faith in Israel’s 
peaceful intentions. 


WHILE IT continues to display its intransigence at the peace 
negotiations, Israel is escalating its terrorist activities against the 
Palestinian people in an unprecedented manner, said Al Dustour 
Arabic daily Monday. The paper said that the two aspects of 
Israel’s behaviour underline the fact that its leaders from the 
Likud or Labour have no intention of reaching any peaceful 
settlement with the Arabs and are determined to perpetuate their 
occupation of Arab lands. Israel’s terrorist campaigns over the 
past few days reached very dangerous proportions, with its troops 
adopting various forms of repression against the Palestinian 
Arabs who, in return, are stepping up their fight for freedom and 
adopting new methods to achieve that goal, the daily pointed out. 
The Palestinians are justified to employ any method at their 
disposal in order to achieve their national aspirations and as the 
years go by they are manifesting more determination and resolve 
to pursue the struggle to the end, the paper noted. For their part, 
the Israelis are resorting to terrorism as a desperate and final 
attempt to crush the intifada which has lasted for five years and is 
continuing with a greater force than ever before, added the daily. 
A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i daily Monday described French 
President Francois Mitterrand to Jordan as a gain for the Arabs 
and their Palestinian cause and that it dealt a hard blow to the 
Arab regimes aligned behind the United States in its aggression 
on Iraq. Fahd Al Fanek said that the president's visit was 
successful as it established the first step towards rebuilding 
Franco- Arab relations on solid ground. France, as a major world 
power, had been an ally of the Arabs, providing them with, 
political, technological and economic assistance in the 1960s and 
19705, but it failed to rise up to the challenge represented in the 


Gulf crisis and chose to join Washington, said the writer. As a 
result of such a policy, Paris lost the Gulf and the rest of its 


result of such a policy, Paris lost the Gulf and the rest of its 
influence in the Arab World, he added. But it seems that France 
is now reassessing its policies and has decided to enter into the 
Arab World by means of the Middle East issue, with particular 
attention to the Palestinian problem which serves as a key for the 
whole region, the writer pointed out Indeed, the president 
showed firmness in the face of Israeli leaders when he voiced 
support for the rights of the Palestinian people to a homeland and 
an independent state and in his call on Israel to talk with the PLO, 
said the writer. 


A generation in limbo 


Intifada’s toll on Palestinian schooling 


By David Hoffman 


BEITUNIA, West Bank — The 
English textbook has lost its cov- 
er, and the pages are smudged 
and heavily underlined, but it has 
not lost its meaning for Akram 
Rahman. 

The textbook is his passport 
out of the lost years. Mr. Rah- 
man, a 17-year-old from this 
West Bank crossroads, has spent 
, his adolescence in the crucible of 
the Palestinian intifada, the upris- 
ing against Israeli occupation. He 
threw stones at Fsraeiis and 
served 10 months in prison. He is 
wise to the ways of the uprising. 

But he has stumbled in school, 
is a grade behind his classmates 
and is desperately trying to regain 
his footing. 

“I lost a year," he said quietly. 
“Now I am trying to catch up.” 

Five years after the intifada 
broke out, Mr. Rahman's bat- 
tered textbook is a metaphor for 
consequences of the revolt not yet 
seen or widely understood. The 
intifada has left enduring scam on 
a young generation of both 
Palestinians and Israelis, and 
each group is just beginning to 
grasp how deep and lasting they 
are. 

Since the outbreak of the revolt 
against Israeli rule on Dec. 9. 
1987, the rebellion has splintered. 


What began as a mass movement 
of stone-throwing demonstrations 
and civil disobedience designed 
to shake off the Israeli occupation 
has evolved in many directions. It 
is now a deadly war between 
armed Palestinian bands and 


Israeli troops. 

At the same time, the intifada 


is a grinding day-to-day contest 
with Israelis over land and settle- 
ments. Mass demonstrations can 
be fanned into popular explo- 
sions, but the flare-ups are far 
less frequent than they once 
were. There are still commercial 
strikes, but many merchants and 
families yearn now for normality. 

In Palestinian villages like 
Beitunia, or in densely populated 
Gaza City, or in middie-class 
Ramallah, family conversations 
often turn to the fallout from a 
disaster in education and disci- 
pline. Parents and educators wor- 
ry about a generation of boys and 
girls who were just children five 
years ago but ore now ;on the cusp 
of adulthood. 

The intifada brought extensive 
school closures by the Israeli au- 
thorities. from kindergarten to 
college classrooms, and for five 
years each side has blamed the 
other for the shut-downs. The 
Israelis said the schools had be- 


come hotbeds of the revolt. The 
Palestinians complained that the 
closings were a particularly 
damaging form of collective 
punishment. 

Schools in the West Bank were 
closed for nearly eight months in 
1988 and for six more months in 
early 1989. Colleges and universi- 
ties were shut for several years. 
The schools began to reopen in 
1989, although most of the col- 
leges did not reopen until this 
year, and the Israeli authorities 
are still closing some schools in 
response to riots and demonstra- 
tions. 

The extent of the education 
problem is impossible to mea- 
sure. Test scores are unreliable, 
in part due to massive cheating; 
the impact of frequent school 
closings is difficult to judge: fu- 
ture attitudes and motivations are 
still intertwined with the emo- 
tions of the intifada itself. 

The result of this gash in 
Palestinian society may be as 
profound as the political and vio- 
lent aspects of the revolt, accord- 
ing to educators, businessmen 
and others in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. They say 
that without better schooling, 
without jobs, the dream of inde- 
pendence — the goal of the intifa- 


i da in the first place — wfli remain 
hollow and unfulfilled. 

“I believe the injury we re- 
ceived in education is deeper than 
the injury in the hand by a 
bullet,” said Anton Sansoor, ex- 
ecutive vice president of Beth- 
lehem University. “It will take a 
long time to recover. 

“If you look at the mentality of 
our kids now, they are not as well 
prepared,” be said. “The schools 
were closed a long time. They lost 
their lives as children. They are 
mature in years, but not in think- 
ing.” 

But there are still deeper 
causes for the Palestinians’ cur- 
rent predicament. The . intifada 
was so spontaneous that few 
knew where it would lead, and 
Palestinian social leaders were 
slow to react. When they finally 
began to look for ways to com- 
pensate, it was too late. 

The students too have been 
through a trial by fire. In recent 
interviews, a group of 16- and 
17-year-olds all offered strikingly 
parallel memories of the last five 
years, a period marked not by 
soccer games and other youthful 
pursuits, but by demonstrations, 
prison terms and disruption. 

Mr. Rahman, the seventh of 
nine children in his family, said 


the world suddenly turned upside 
down the day after a truck, acci- 
dent in the Gaza Strip touched off 
the first demonstrations. 

“We were m the school, and 
we beard about die incident in 
Gaza, and they started to pro- 
test,” he said. “We^sed to play 
football with friends in the street. 
When it started, and the soldiers 
came and the curfews, our pa- 
rents started to be very cautious 
of our movements outside the 
house. They were afraid some- 
thing else would hurt us. AO the 
routines were interrupted. In- 
stead of seeing each other in- 
playing we saw each other in 
demonstrations.” 

Mr. Rahman was arrested in 
January 1991, accused of throw- 
ing stones near the neighbour- 
hood school. He was sentenced to 
10 months in prison and- fined 
about $700. He served his time in 
Ketziot, the detention centre 
Israel set up in the Negev Desert. 
There, in a special section for 
juveniles, Mr.- Rahman studied 
not school texts but the intifada 
lessons offered by the other pris- 
oners. 

“All my experience, I acquired 
in Ketziot, he said. “We learned 
a lot about the aims of the enemy. 
We knew the Israeli aims were to 


evacuate the people 
land,- to get Palesfe& 
collaborators. Weleiun 
deal with swb 

man struggling aga 
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Rabin appears convinced Israel 
can achieve security through peace 


By Marie Colvin 


TEL AVTV — For any other 
Israeli prime minister except Yit- 
zhak Rabin it would have been 
blasphemy. Pulling on one of the 
Kent cigarettes he chain-smokes, 
be irritably dismissed any idea 
that he would negotiate with Yas- 
ser Arafat, leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
but be did indicate that other 
PLO officials were pragmatists 
with whom Israel could eventual- 
ly do business. 

Although the prime minister 
stopped short of saying he would 


Israel towards ending the demon- 
stration of the PLO. The Knesset 
passed the first reading of a con- 
troversial bill last week that 
would rescind a law that makes a 
prison sentence mandatory for 
Israeli citizens who meet mem- 
bers of the PLO. In another 
development, Israeli newspapers 
have, for the first time in modem 
history, printed interviews with 
Mr. Arafat by Israeli journalists 
who travelled to Tunis. 

Mr. Rabin is now pushing for a 
settlement that would include a 


talkajo the PLO, his comments to 
TherSunday Times will aneer the 


The ^Sunday Times will anger the 
Israeli right, which still sees the 
PLO as an organisation dedicated 
to driving the Jews out of Israel, 
in spite of its decision four years 
ago to recognise the Jewish state 
and renounce terrorism. 

Mr. Rabin has continued the 
policy of his predecessor. Yitzhak 
Shamir, in refusing to allow mem- 
bers of the PLO to participate in 
, peace negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians, Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon. Israel, 
though, does turn a blind eye 
when Palestinians involved in the 
negotiations openly travel to 
Tunis to consult the PLO. 

But last week Mr. Rabin 
appeared to be reaching out to 
those in the organisation he re- 
gards as more moderate than Mr. 
Arafat. “If we say we will negoti-' 
ate with Arafat, there is no 
chance whatsoever that there will 
be an agreement because he will 
stress what will serve him, not the 
Palestinians in the territories,” he 
said. 

“For the first time, the Palesti- 
nians of the territories are in the 
lead of the struggle of the Palesti- 
nians. I believe that most of them 
are much more pragmatic than 
Arafat. Arafat aspires to every- 
thing or nothing. This is not the 
way of thinking of many Palesti- 
nians in the territories, and I 
believe, of some Palestinians in 
Tunis.” (Tunis is the headquar- 
ters of the PLO, which is Israeli 
shorthand for the organisation's 
leadership). 

Mr. Rabin’s remarks, on the 
eve of his visit to London this 
week, follow a growing tread in 


five-year interim period during 
which Palestinians would control 


their own affairs in Palestinian- 
owned areas of the West Bank 
and Gaza which make up about 


62 per cent of the land, with 
shared Israeli -Arab authority 
over empty land, about 30 per- 
cent. Israel would retain control 
of the Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories. After three 
years, Israel and the Palestinians 
would sit down to discuss a 
permanent solution that would 
involve Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied land. 

Palestinians say the proposal 
falls short of the minimum they 
can accept, but Mr. Rabin plans 
to stand firm. “What the Palesti- 
nians must realise is that the 
interim agreement gives them 
what they never have been 
offered by any of the countries in 
control of the territories in which 


they live. Jordan and Egypt did 
not offer them what we are offer- 
ing when they were in the West 
Bank and Gaza,” he said. 

Mr. Rabin denies that Israel 
will ever agree to an independent 
Palestinian state, although 
Palestinians have made it dear 
they will settle for nothing less. “I 
believe there will be some sort of 
Palestinian entity that they feel is 
their own,” Mr. Rabin said. 
“There are many options that 
today might look Idee a dream. 
Perhaps a complex of confedera- 
tion with Israel, the Palestinians 
and Jordan. Why not?" 

Mr. Rabin is a blunt speaker 
with a heroic military past and no 
interest in diplomatic niceties; he 


did not even say hello when I met 
him. He just nodded and sat 
down behind his desk in the 
defence ministry. He kept the 
defence portfolio when Labour 
defeated the right-wing Likud 
government of Shamir in June. 

In a western country, Mr. 
Rabin, talking ponderously m a 
deep, gravelly voice, would be 
unelectable. During television 
appearances be looks desperate 
to get off camera for a cigarette. 
Much of his awkwardness, friends 
say, comes from the shyness he 
feels in spite of almost 50 years in 
die public eye. 


But his bluntness is part of his 
appeal to Israelis, who pride 
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‘Intifada is the ultimate weapon to end the occupation 9 


by Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — In the shadow of the 
youth and women who lead the 
5-year-old intifada, stand men of 
the revolution which have taken a 
back seat to the child-led rebel- 
lion. 


Having fought a paramilitary 
battle from outside their home- 
land for decades, they are now 
entrusted wife fee upkeep of the 
battle within the occupied terri- 
tories. 


Zaki Abbas is one such man. in 
fact, he is “the” diaspora Palesti- 
nian in charge of the intifada. 
With his whereabouts mostly un- 
known, the soft spoken Palestine 
Liberation Organisation Execu- 
tive Committee member has one 
of the most sensitive and impor- 
tant portfolios of any Palestinian 
official in the diaspora. 

Ms tone was serious and confi- 
dent when he agreed to speak to 
fee Jordan Times this week about 


the future of the intifada, the 
peace process and the new U.S. 
administration. 

Events in recent weeks have 
proven wrong the former Israeli 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens, 
who wrote an article entitled 
“The end of the intifada" in fee 
Wall Street Journal last August. 

Unabated unrest has brought 
about an exceptionally high 
casuaiity figure among both 
Israelis and Palestinians as intifa- 
da youth rushed through the fifth 
anniversary of the uprising this 
week. “The intifada will not end 
until liberty and freedom are 
achieved,” said Mr. Zaki echoing 
Yasser Arafat’s recent comments 
that the intifada will stay in place 
till statehood is won. 

Mr. Zald, a man in his early 
fifties, says the Palestinian people 
bad no choice five years ago when 
the intifada began except to “rise 
np against the occupation or die a 
slow unnoticed death.” 

‘The intifada has become the 
ultimate weapon to end the 


occupation,” he asserts. 

While beginning the intifada 
was a must for the Palestinians, 
so was joining the peace process, 
he says. 

“All the Arab parties, includ- 
ing us, were afraid of losing yet 
some more,” muses Mr. Zaki. 
'The Arab governments were 
afraid that the U.S. might impose 
economic sanctions like it did 
with Iraq and now Libya. We had 
no choice except to go along wife 
America because we were the 
weaker party. We had one Arab 
stallion — Iraq — and now it’s 
gone,” he adds. 

“We are at fee peace table to 
make sure that history records 
that we will not allow the imposi- 
tion of any solution upon us; we 
will decide our own destiny.*’ 

He is aware that his destiny and 
feat of many other Palestinians 


may be as martyrs. His predeces- 
sor, Khalil Al Wazir (Abu Jihad), 
whose picture hangs on his office 
wall, was killed by an Israeli hit 
team at his house in Tunis in 


1988. - 

But Abbas Zaki refuses the 
notion that he has taken over 
Abu Jihad's portfolio. 

“He was my superior, I am 
responsible for fee intifada. Abu 
Jihad was a leader on a larger 
level," he says with respect. 

Knowing that Israel has gone 
to great length to kill the diaspora 
head of the intifada in the past 
and continues to do everything to 
undermine the intifada now, Mr. 
Zaki says he is sure of Israel’s 
intentions at the peace table. 

Asked if he thinks the Israeli 
prime minister is serious about 
peace with fee Palestinians be 
says: “Yes and no.” 

“Rabin made statements about 
the beginning of Palestinian self- 
government within six months of 
his taking power and yet we are 
nowhere near that goal.” “Rabin 
wants peace for the Israelis — so 
when he says he wants peace he is 
not lying,” Mr. Zaki says. 

As if repeating the same phrase 
for the one hundredth time he 


says: “But don’t forget it was 
Rabin who gave orders to break 
fee bones of fee stone-throwing 
lads in the streets. He was the 
one who ordered massive admi- 
nistrative detention and who 
allowed armed settlers to roam 
the occupied territories un- 
abated.” 


Mr. Zaks is visibly frustrated 
with foe Israeli attitude towards 
the Palestinians. He is also frus- 
trated with the outgoing U.S. 
administration. '“The Americans 
gave us assurances and never 


bothered to follow them up. “As 
a result we are negotiating the 
interpretation of (Resolution) 


342 the settlements andmiUtary 
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should have been understood be- 
fore we ever began talking. The 
Israelis are acting as if everything 
is negotiable, which is not the 
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13ut Mr, Zaki is not entirely 
Pessimistic. Unlike many Arabs, 
he has hope feat the Clinton 
administration will be better to 


So will the Clinton 
turn help -Mr.. ZaJa,**?! 
Palestine? " 

“I don’t know—®, 
maybe not, botmychddrw 
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’ressure mounts on Marines in Somalia 

(Csatintted from page 1> 

Bui Mr. Eagicburger said U.S. 


/capons of armed groups in Somalia 
od dismantle mines only in pursuit of 
jcir primary goal of feeding people. 
U5. forces or other forces in the 
i. peratkHi would also eventually move 
K.]to northern Somalia so that huma- 
't. funao relief could be transported to 
region. . „ 

■ "The United States has confirmed 
c i -ports of a disarmament plan, bur 

jedme frame and operational mod- 

■ lilies of it art not dear." said U.N. 
.'-jokesntan Ian Madeod at the daily 
'' rieibis of die United Nations in 

(UNOSOM). 

> Mr. Macleod said the policy at the 
t-toment was to remove large and 
javy weapons and “technicals 11 — 
Vie name given to Somali battlewa- 
. jus constructed from looted jeeps 
Vid heavy arms. 

■> g.S- military sources said they had 
• ■ it yet received orders to go beyond 
•:le pofidng of food convoys. 

V “If our mission has changed. I 
•< )n't know about it yet. That would 
" from Central Command in 
.^Epa, Florida," said military 
£. ofcesman Colonel Fred Peck. 

V "If that comes to pass then we will 


carry out the orders of the president." 
he said. 

The original mandate for Opera- 
tion Restore Hope, expected to num- 
ber 38,000 soldiers drawn from some 
20 countries, was merely that the 
troops should create a "secure en- 
vironment" for humanitarian relief 
operations." 

More troops and equipment 
flooded into the Horn of Africa coun- 
try on Monday. But Five days after an 
advance force of U.S. Marines 
stormed Mogadishu's beaches and 
took control of the key port and 
airport, gunrule still held sway in 
much of the land. 

About 100 troops from Saudi Ara- 
bia, the first from another Muslim 
country, landed on Sunday. Some 600 
more are due to arrive in the next few 
days. 

TTtc task force now numbers over 
4.000. An advance party of 120 Bel- 
gians said they expected to be de- 
ployed in the main southern port of 
Kismayu at the start of next week . but 
had no yet received the "green light'* 
from the American 'command. 

A semblance of normality has re- 
turned to some of the capital. The 
port, once one of the most lethal 
corners of the dry. is now secure. 

A second U.S. supply docked Mon- 


•T.S. denies ‘strategic’ goals in Somalia 

er on East Africa, appeared to take 
an indirect jab at Arab and Islamic 
countries by revealing that none of 
them was willing to take the lead in 
deploying an armed force in Somalia 
to ensure humanitarian supplies 
reached the needy. 

"Our ambassadors went around, 
consulting the Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries, including those in the Middle 
East, and none of them said they 
could do it by themselves... in any 
large numbers to make a difference," 
be said. “They were waiting for us to 
take the lead and when we did they 
wanted to joint in." 

Over 11,000 American soldiers of 
an expected contingent of 28,000 
have already arrived in Somalia. At 
least seven Muslim countries have 
either sent or have announced their 
intention to contribute to the U.N.- 
authorised force. 

Mr. Natsios said that total dis- 
arming of the thousands of gunmen 
who used to plunder supplies and 
extort relief officials in Somalia was 
“difficult" and not among the objec- 
tive of the force. 

He said “a lot of weapons" was 
present at the Eduopian-Somafia bor- 
der left behind by the army of the 
ousted Addis Ababa regime of Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam and that these 
were being sold to Somalis. And, he 
added, the government which re- 
placed the Mengtsru regime — which 
is “dying its best** to bring about 
security and stability to Somalia — 
had no control over the situation. 
"We don’t think it is possible or 
to disarm every man who 
a gun in Somalia.. .a country of 
ladic traditions," he said. But 
"there is a small number of large 
weapons. ..tanks and artillery pieces” 
in the hands of Somali gunmen and 
die American soldiers in the country 
would seek to seize them. 

Asked whether there were any 
"secret" details of the U.N. mandate 
for the use of force if necessary m 
Somalia. Mr. Natsios said the tuning 
of the withdrawal of forces and data 
related to military strategies to deal 
with passible situations of conflict 
with local forces would remain away 
from the public eye. 

By and large, he said, most coun- 
tries in Africa and elsewhere have 
welcomed the American initiative in 
Somalia after the U.N. Security 
Council authorised it ‘‘without 
opposition" from any member state. 

Mr. Natsios noted that President- 
elect Bill Clinton had “folly en- 
dorsed” President Bush’s decision to 
take the military lead in Somalia and 
had in fact urged “more aggressive 
action.” 

The American official called on the 
Arab and Islamic countries which 
have enough resources to contribute 
to the food relief effort in Somalia. 
He said it was estimated that 600,000 
tonnes of food were needed to feed 
the Somali people in 1993. 

The U.S. is contributing 175,000 
tonnes while Europe is sending “a 
little bit more." 

"We are two-thirds of the way," be 
said, urging for contributions to be 
channelled through the World Food 
Programme and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 


[Continued from page 1) 

'ms)" would be trained to assume 
‘ feasibility for security in Somalia 
jAg with “forces of other countries 
: sdi witl stay behind ... in proper ... 
" .^graphically located places" after 
•» American contingent is with- 
iwa. 

The U-S- has no plan to “alter the 

- lance of political power” in Soma- 
he said in answer to a question 

w Washington viewed the battle for 
wer among die various groups m 
: country. 

Ideally, he sard, there should be a 
Ekttffll reconciliation conference 
ended by all parties and groups to 
rt out the future of their country, 
e groundwork for such a gathering 
jeiag bid, starting with a meeting 
;ween the two main warlords, self 
led “interim President" Ali Mahdi 
rbunmad and rival Mohammad 
rah_Aideed, last Friday in Moga- 
hu*be noted. 

-‘-'The Somali people themselves 
to decide their future," he said, 
fing that Washington believed that 
.. restoration of the “indigenous, 
~- ditioual dan-based structure" 
" lldbe one of the basic elements in 
vgjnf about security and stability 

- Somalia. 

fhe ambassador-at-large rejected 
.-nparoOK between Somalia and 

- - fooner Yugoslavia, saying that 
.. rcjvras a dear situation of conflict 

dug the ethnic communities of the 
■ fluis^hidi leaves little room for a 

- taiy drive similar to that of the 
-m oFAhican country. 

‘ 'Uifcmme time, he also defended 
i against charges of apathy 
•the-, plight of Muslims in 
BtHmegovuia who find them- 
. .iw^i&uinbered and overpo- 
i$-fy the heavily armed Serbian 
l&jeq«ripped with the armoury of 
-garner Yugoslav army. 

. irtaid most of the U.N. reports of 
jan rights violations and atrocities 
~ mateed against the Bosnians by 
’ Serbs were complied and sent to 
world body by the State Depart- 

. f 8shington has extended assist- 
; worths 100 million to the victims 

- he conflict in the Balkans, he 
xl 

at it was a different military situa- 
■/\tn Somalia, where there is no 
■need resistance to the U.N. force 
' oyment. he noted, implying that 

- prime concern of Washington was 
1 ed the safety of its own soldiers 
ometbing that could be in peril if 
" were to be sent to contain the 
Bet in the former Yugoslav re- 
lics. 

tr. Natsio’s comments countered 
""ffs aired by several groups in 
too and elsewhere that Washing- 
was seeking to gain a firm foout- 
. in die Horn of Africa to closely 
.. utor the region's countries, para- 
'■‘orty Sudan and Yemen, which the 
*.■ s perceived to consider hostile 
3 policies, and to protect strategic 

- ants which carry Middle Eastern 
to the West. 

. he official, a dose confidant of 
adent George Bush and perhaps 
.most senior American poheymak- 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A Leading Jordanian company located in 
Shmeisani is seeking to employ a female 
university graduate, preferably in Business 
Administration. 

Candidates should be young, aggressive and 
have the following qualifications: 

* Dynamic, hardworking and willing 
- to learn 

r * Excellent command of both Arabic 
and English. 

^ Computer skills 
- * Typing 

* Business correspondence 

* Office management skills 

* Experience is a plus 

If you have the required qualifications and feel 
you would enjoy a -challenging career, -please 
submit your detailed C.V. with a cover letter 
and a recent photo to P. O-Box- 961020, to the 
attention . of the General Manager. 


day and a third was lying offshore. 

In Mogadishu, a ceasefire 
announced by Gen. Aidccd and the 
country's other main warlord, Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, failed to take 
hold. It was supposed to have started 
Sunday, but both warlords have ack- 
nowledged they do not have full 
control of their forces in the capital — 
much less in the interior. 

Such a ceasefire would not include 
freelance gunmen who looted much 
of the food aid before (he Marines 
arrived and since have increasingly 
turned to rodding foreign aid workers 
and journalists. 

In one case, a Marine patrol seized 
an assault rifle from a Somali then 
were ordered to hand it back because 
the man claimed he needed it for 
self-defence. Two hours later, the 
man used the gun to rob a Swedish 
photographer. 


Hamas 

(Continued from page 1) 

In July, Hamas, joining forces 
with four PLO parties and five 
non-PLO groups, formed anti- 
peace talks Palestinian coalition, 
formally known as the Damascus 
10. and has lately stepped up 
ami-Israeli operations within the 
occupied territories. 

The group's aim, says Amman- 
based spokesman Mohammed 
Nazzal, is to make life impossible 
for the Israelis in the occupied 
territories. 

Military operations, such as the 
one in which two Israeli soldiers 
were killed three days ago in 
Gaza, are what Hamas promised 
two months ago when it outlined 
a stepped-up military campaign. 

“The military battle is inside 
the 1967 territories and will be 
carried out by Hamas and other 
members of the Damascus 10," 
Mr. Nazzal told the Jordan Times 
last week. “Some military opera- 
tions,” he said, “will continue 
from outqde — from south Leba- 
non," he added, evidently refer- 
ring to Hizbullah operations 
against Israel. 

“This way we put pressure (on 
Israel) form both inside and out- 
side, this is a war — a war of 
liberation," said Mr. Nazzal said 
at bis Amman office. 

Dr. Nazzal last week ruled out 
“operations" inside Israel itself 
similar to Sunday's kidnapping of 
Sergeant Nassim Taledano which 
took place in Lad, in the heart of 
British-mandated Palestine. 

“We will not carry out military 
operations (in 1948-Palestine) at 
this stage. Our influence has 
grown substantially among the 
so-called Israeli Arabs but the 
time is not right yet for them to 
get really involved in the struggle 
on the military level." Mr. Nazzal 
said. 

“We are awaiting a response 
from the Israelis," said Mr. Naz- 
zal late Monday. “If the peace 
talks can’t convince the Israelis 
that they should withdraw then 
maybe we can convince them by 
other means," be said. 

Asked if he believed that the 
Israelis have react to the incident 
by withdrawing from the occu- 
pied territories, the Hamas 
spokesman said. "No. but they 
will want to more now than ever 
before." 


Israel mounts massive search 


(Continued from page I) 

and Gaza Strip and placed large 
areas under curfew, while con- 
centrating its search on Lod and 
the coastal plain south of Tel 
Aviv. 

For Israel, one face-saving 
solution might be to release 57- 
year-old Yassin on medical 
grounds. Sheikh Yassin is 
wheelchair-bound from a boy- 
hood accident. Dr. Mahmoud 
Zamar , his former physician , said 
he suffers from complications of 
his paralysis. 

Dr. Zahar proposed that an 
independent medical committee 
decide whether Sheikh Yassin 
should be released for health 
reasons. “This would be the best 
solution because it wouldn't 
appear as if Israel was giving in to 
the kidnappers," he said. 


In a prison interview televised 
on Sunday night in which he 
urged the kidnappers to delay 
killing the soldier. Sheikh Yassin 
looked frail and said he was 
suffering from infections and 
ocher problems in his lungs, ears 
and eyes. 

In Amman, Hamas spokesman 
Ibrahim Ghosheh said the kid- 
napping was intended to mobilise 
humanitarian organisations “and 
help us win the freedom of the 
ailing man." 

Israeli analysts said the kidnap- 
pers showed audacity and orga- 
nisation in stalking their quarry, 
snatching him far from Hamas's 
Gaza Strip home turf, and pre- 
senting written demands. 

Hamas is also held responsible 
for shooting three Israeli soldiers 
in their jeep in Gaza last week, 
and another in the West Bank 
city of Hebron Saturday night. In 


Both attacks, the assailants fired 
from a moving car. 

In the West Bank last Friday, a 
fundamentalist held out for sever-' 
al hours against Israeli forces 
besieging his house and killed a 
border policeman before being 
shot to death. 

Hamas, in a separate statement 
Monday, urged “all Islamic and 
nationalistic Palestinian forces to 
unite ranks and escalate Islamic 
jihad (holy war) operations 
against the enemy to mm our 
usurped land into a raging volca- 
no that bums the Zionist invad- 
ers.” 

It said Israel had been shaken 

by the seizure of the soldier. 
"Our mean Zionist enemy is cur- 
rently enduring critical moments 
and is becoming hysterical after 
the seizure of the Zionist sol- 
dier.” 


Yemeni premier said to resign after riots 


(Continued from page 1) 


Mr. Jefri said. 

Thirteen people were killed in 
four days of protests in several 
cities including the capital Sanaa. 
The riots died down Sunday. 

The riots, sparked by 100 per 
cent annual inflation and wide- 
spread unemployment, plunged 
Yemen into its worsr crisis since 
the former South and the North 
merged^ in 1990. 

Another opposition source said 
Mr. Attas, a member of the 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP), 
resigned because “he did not 
want to shoulder the responsibil- 
ity for the recent riots and acts of 
violence." 

The two ruling parties, the 
GPC and the YSP, had been 
expected to issue a joint state- 


ment Sunday, but only a GPC 
communique was read on Sanaa 
Television. 

It said the riots were a “graVe 
sign of plans that enemy elements 
harbour against the homeland, 
unity and democracy, which 
should be confronted by all the 
people.” 

Mr. Baidh, a YSP member and 
formerly president of South Ye- 
men, has gone into seclusion on 
three previous occasions since the 
countries merged. t 

He stayed at home for almost 
three months until November in 

protest against a deteriorating 
security situation in Yemen after 
a series of explosions and assas- 
sination attempts which target! ed 
several YSP leaders. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-T1.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd drcla 


TeL6595l9 559520 








YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN-. 

* Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
■fir Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* UpHolstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


STUIHO HAM* 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hovr Setvipet ■ ■ ' > 
Deveiop yOur colour JBfen. at 
oar shop aad gee- 

* JUMBO photo 

sbo&: 30% /arger *. ' 

* Free : enta rg o- 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12M-ISM& 1830 -23-JO 
Tel: 03-314415 



Shmeisanj - 
Bank-, Phoney 
Swefieh tel: f&389t 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasle our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\. 6:30 - Midnight / 




Skilled Chinese Chefs 

|Cfreo 1L30-3Z.V A 6:00-1130 drift] 

Tal«s away Is avaUaMe 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TeL 861922, Amm an] 

Imelutsd 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TaAua away Is ewadttible 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



IHo Krisnla 
AL RTTATMA BAR 
&30 pm-liSOam 



French 


G&uteinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 


Apartment 
For Reent 


Super deluxe apartment for 
rent. Fully furnished. 3 bed- 
rooms. big living area, 300 
sq. metres. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Price: US$23,000 
For further details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/ 
810520 


C(\\m 

Town 

Restaurant 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Amman now has its own. 

Where you can e/a£rj>!the most exquisite 
Chinese dishes-:fer Ti/rich and dinner. 



--service 

All Pe&fng, China 

at the ;An^arYPf& Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or '6741 lY - ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


IMJfOTEL 

( |j£<|l|ls 


Amman - Tel ■ 668 1 93 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


JKMBIMfJ ESOTOr- TNiOTiCT 
UTEAP-GiPIMETr 


Urm 

announces its new service 
AMMAN - AIRPORT - AMMAN 

with its modem air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every half an hour from 
cither Abdab Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 750 fils per trip. 

Enquiries: 664146 
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fch, the other German, comes back 


EUROPEAN SOCCER ROUNDUP 


MUNICH (AP) — Michael Stich 
stopped being just the “other 
German" when he won Wimble- 
don in 1991. For a time, Stich 
even stood higher than German 
idol Boris Becker in world rank- 
ings- 

But 1992 was not a gentle year 
for Stich. It was a year that saw 
him win only one tournament. 
His best records in Grand Slam 
events were two quarterfinals. 

On Sunday, Stich shook off the 
slump to cap a remarkable week 
by beating Michael Chang 6-2, 
60. 6-2 for $2 million title at the 
Grand Slam Cup. 

Stich finishes the year ranked 
15th in the world, but his four 
victims fin the Grand Slam Cup 
were all in the top 10. 

“It was a good finish to the 
year and I hope it will be a good 
start to the next," Stich said. 

“It means more to me to beat 
four top 10 players and win the 
tournament than the money I 
got," Stich said. 

His victims here also included 
Stefan Edberg, Richard Krajicek 
and Pete Sampras. 

Stich, who ranked as high as 
No. 3 after winning Wimbledon, 
finished 1991 as No. 4. 

The world rankings will not 
change after the Munich tourna- 
ment, because it is not run by the 
ATP, which puts out computer 
rankings. 

Stich won the title in the city 
where he was based until recent- 
ly, when he moved his residence 
to Austria. His wife of two 
months, Jessica, is acting in a 
television series being shot near 
Salzburg. 

For the sixth-ranked Chang, it 
was the third year of non- 
finanrial frustration at the Grand 
Slam Cup. 

The American, the only player 
to play in all three editions of the 
richest tournament in the world, 
ended up as runneT up for the 
second time in a row. 

The compensation was adequ- 
ate, however. The Si million 
check given to the loser brought 
his earnings for three tourna- 
ments to S2 .450.000. 

“1 don't feel that bad actually, I 
don't feel sorry," Chang said. 

“It was one of those days, a 
tough day at the office,” he said. 

S»ich also said it was one of 
those davs. 


But for him it was “one of 
those days when everything 
worked well.” 

“He didn’t seem to be missing 
a whole lot, and he was really 
able to put his whole game 
together," Chang said. 

The biggest pay day of Srich’s 
career lasted two hours and seven 
minutes. 

Both players declined to say if 
any part of their huge earnings 
will go to charity. 

Chang said part of his money 
every year goes to charity, “but I 
don't like to announce it with 
trumpets." 

The tournament is the richest 
in the world and pays S6 million 
in prize money. 

“If the money is there, you 
can’t blame anyone for taking it," 
Stich said. 

Stich was the first non- 
American to win the title here. 

His victory was the second 
German triumph in a big season- 
ending event. 

Becker, who has never played 
in the Grand Slam Cup, won the 
ATP tour world championship 
last month in Frankfurt. 

Grand Slam Cup 
suffering teething troubles 

Even at the age of three, the S6 
million Grand Slam Cup is still 
suffering teething troubles. 

The richest tournament in ten- 
nis, launched in 1990, struggled 
to get going in its first two years 
because of problems with stars 
who refused to play and bad 
publicity over the astronomical 
prize money on offer. This year’s 
third event, won by Germany's 
former Wimbledon champion 
Michael Stich. had more of a 
swagger with a top-class held but 
even so it was not entirely steady 
on its feet. 

The problem was the Munich 
indoor court’s surface — it was 
far too fast for entertaining ten- 
nis. 

The year-ending tournament, 
which paid out two million dollars 
to Stich is billed as a contest for 
the best 16 performers from the 
four Grand Slams — Wimbledon 
and the French, U.S. and Austra- 
lian Opens. 

But the speedy court provided 
little hope for players whose 
game is best suited to the slower 
clay of die French Open. 


1 + 2 = FREE 

M The Al Cazar Hotel, Aqaba 

Until 23rd December, the Al Cazar Hotel 
offers 3 nights accommodation for the same 
price as 2 nights B/B 

Make your reservation today 
Tel: (03) 314131/2 
Fax: (03) 314133 


U.S.DA. TURKEYS AT JD 2.650 PER KILO 

Al-Walima Food Supplies 

Announces the arrival of U.S.D.A. whole Turkeys and are 
available for sale at the price of JD 2.650 per kilo in the 
following supermarkets. 

1. Jordan Supermarket 

2 . Rainbow Supermarket 

3. Sweet Supermarket 

4. Babel Supermarket 

5. Grand Supermarket- 

6. Fouad Supermarket 

7. Zeidan Trading Agency 

8. Goodies 

9. Wadan Supermarket. 

For more information contact Al - Waiima Food 
Supplies 

Tel. 826298, Amman 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH H1RSCH 

*1995 Tribune WO Smvcss. Hie. 


OUT OF THE WAT! 


North -South vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 

* Void 
V 10 6 2 

<: A Q 8 7 3 

* A K Q 9 3 

WEST EAST 

698 6AKQJ1073 

VAQ987 ?KJ 
9 2 V J 

4J872 *10 6 4 

SOUTH 
6 6 5 4 2 

9 5 4 3 
v K 10 6 5 4 

6 5 

The bidding; 

East Sooth West North 
1 6 Pass 1 NT 3 • 

4 6 6 v Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Ace of 9 
There’s one ingredient in the 
makeup of the bridge expert that's 
impossible to teach — table feeL 
That's the ability to come up with 
an unusual bid or play based on 
what’s going on across the green 
baize. 

By partnership agreement, 
North's jump to three clubs showed 
a strong minor two -suiter. That 
made South’s band in support of 


diamonds very powerful, and South 
was not afraid to show the suit at 
the five-level. We admire East’s 

courage in deciding to defend— at 
this vulnerability we would have bid 
Bve spades without a moment's 
hesitation. 

When partner bids a suit and you 
decide to lead something else, you 
had better be right. Therefore, we 
would have led an unimaginative 
spade and declarer would have had 
no problem making the contract 
with an Overtrick. 

Our intrepid West found the 
opening lead of the ace of hearts. 
Even so, we hazard a guess that 
many declarers we know would still 
make their contract East would win 
the second heart and be unable to 

get to partner to cash the queen, and 
declarer would score the rest of the 
tricks in comfort 

But look what happens when 
East jettisons the king of hearts un- 
der the ace! Now West can continue 
with the queen of hearts and anoth- 
er, and East ruffs the third round of 
a suit for a one-trick set 

Which leaves ua to wonder: Was 
West an expert who felt that a heart 
lead was right, or a lunatic who 
blundered onto the only way to de- 
feat the contract? 



Michael Stich pocketed $2m — the biggest paycheck of his career — at 
the Grand Slam Cup 


Many of the matches in Munich 
were deprived of entertaining ral- 
lies as the players struggled to 
deal with the the speed of the 
surface. Even big-servers like 
Croatia's Goran Ivanisevic, 
whose game is built on pace, 
complained. 

“The court is too fast to enjoy 
playing here," Ivanisevic said. 
“You just have to wait for the 
match to finish." 

The Cup's chief organiser Axel 
Meyer-Woelden said he hoped to 
introduce a slower court for next 
year's tournament. 

The tournament, which even 
pays out $50,000 tto its reserve 
players, who do not hit a bail in 
public and $100,000 to first-round 
losers, has been controversial 
since the start. American veteran 


SPORTS NEWS BN BRIEF 

Agassi wins BBC award 

LONDON (AP) — Andre Agassi was named top foreign 
personality of 1992 in the British Broadcasting Corporation's 
annual sports review Sunday after his surprise victory at the 
Wimbledon tennis championships. On probably his least favourite 
surface, grass, Agassi adapted his usually back-court game to beat 
big serving Croatian Goran Ivanisevic in the final after downing 
three time champion John McEnroe on the way there. 

Robinson scores career-high 32 points 

PORTLAND (AP) — Reserve forward Cliff Robinson scored a 
career high 32 points in Portland. Oregon, and personally 
outscored Washington 14-13 in the decisive third period as Trail 
Blazers overcame a poor start to beat the Bullets 117-98. The 
Bullets, with Harvey Grant scoring 24 of his career high 37 points 
in the first half, led 61-52 at halftime, but the Trail Blazers 
outscored Washington 34-13 in the third quarter and then started 
the fourth period with a 10-2 spurt for a 96-76 advantage. 
Robinson hit three consecutive shots before Drexler s layup 
capped a 12-0 run and gave Portland its first lead of the game. 
64-63. 


f HERE YOU GO!\ 
I BROUGHT YOUR; 
PINNER TEN J 
MINUTES / 
l EARLY... / 


UJAIT A 



AC Milan win again 


John McEnroe said two years ago 
it was turning the players into 
“money whores.” 

McEnroe and compatriot 
Andre Agassi, who refused to 
play in the first year, decided to 
attend this year. 

Many believe organisers need 
to look to an earlier date in the 
calendar when players are less 
tired from their year's efforts and 
more motivated for a Grand Slam 
showdown — possibly in October 
soon after the end of the U.S. 
Open, the last Grand Slam of the 
year. 

The Grand Slam Cup may then 
live up to its title and quash critics 
who accuse it of being just an 
end-of-season exhibition packed 
with bumper pre-Christmas pre- 
sents. 


LIVERPOOL (AP) — Substitute 
Mark Walters spoiled an emo- 
tional Anfield return for Kenny 
Dalglish by scoring twice in 
Liverpool's 2-1 Premier League, 
victory over Blackburn Rovers. 

Replacing striker Ronnie 
Rosenthal midway through the 
second half. Walters scored in the 
77th and S4th minutes. Sand- 
wiched in between a goal for 
Blackburn by England striker 
Alan Shearer, his 20th of the 
season. 

The result means Blackburn 
failed to regain second place in 
the 22-team standings and re- 
mains fifth. Liverpool moves ap 
one place to ninth. 

Now Blackburn's manager. 
Dalglish returned to Liverpool 
for the first time since he quit as 
manager two years ago. In his 13- 
year connection with the 
Merseydub as a player and a 
manager, Liverpool won eight 
league tirles and gained three 
triumphs in the European Cham- 
pions Cup. 

The Liverpool fans in the 
43.000 crowd warmly applauded 
Dalglish as he took his place on 
the manager's bench. 

Then they roared on their 
Liverpool players, now under the 
guidance of a one-time Dalglish 
colleague. Graeme Souness. 

Rovers' Mike Newell rattled 
the Liverpool crossbar in the 63rd 
minute bur the home team, in- 
spired by the wing play of fit again 
John Barnes, took the lead. 

Walters found space on the left 
side of the Rovers' area and fired 
an 18-yard right foot shot that 
brushed the fingertips of Black- 
bum goalie Bobby Minims on its 
way into the net. 

Two minutes later, Blackburn 
levelled. United States interna- 
tional striker Roy Wegerle. who 
had come on as substitute, swung 
over a comer that Colin Hendry 
headed towards the Liverpool 
goal. Shearer collected the ball 
and fired a powerful, knee high 
shot into the Liverpool net. 

Six minutes from the end,, 
Barnes and Ian Rush sliced open 
the Rovers defence to feed Steve 
McManaman on the right. The 
England under-21 winger drove 
the" ball into the danger area and 
Walters arrived at the far post to 
stab it home. 

Bebeto powers Deportivo 
to 3-0 win 

In Madrid. Jose Bebeto. De- 
portivo Coruna's Brazilian strik- 
er. scored twice to lift his side to a 
3-0 home win over Athletic Bil- 
bao Sunday and keep them well 
in touch at the top of the Spanish 
Soccer League. 

Bebeto grabbed his first with a 
curling right-footer direct from 
the comer in the 17tth minute, 11 
minutes after Adolfo Aldana had 
opened the scoring. 

Bebeto made it 3-0 in the 47th 
and Athletic Bilbao, unbeaten in 
three matches, had no reply. 

Deportivo are level with Barcelona 
on 21 points, but the champions 
have a match in hand after post- 
poning this week's match until 


January 13 because of their 
World •Club final against Sao 
Paolo. Barcelona lost 2-1. 

Real Madrid moved to third on 
20 after scraping an uninspired 
1-0 home win over Celta. 

Chilean striker Ivan Zamorano 
shot home six minutes from time 
after continual heckling by dis- 
appointed Real fans. 

A tie ti co ended a really of five 
successive wins with a 1-0 defeat 
at Osasuna. 

Milan crash Ancona 

Frenchman Jean-Pierre Papin 
scored twice as the Milan 
machine rolled mercilessly over 
lowly first division newcomers 
Ancona, winning 2-0 to go six 
points clear at the top of the 
Italian Fust. Division. 

Nearest rivals Interaaaonale tost 
3-1 to a sparkling Lazio, while 
Juventus were beaten 2-1 at Fog- 
gia. 

Former champions Napoli, 
looking ever more like relegation 
candidates, fell further back after 
a 2-1 defeat at Genoa. 

All first and second division 
players began their matches by 
v parading banners saying “no to 
racism" in a gesture organised by 
the Association of Italian Foot- 
ballers against a rising tide of- 
violence and racist abuse in soc- 
cer stadiums. 

After home made bombs were 
thrown at Fiorentina last week, 
police reported no serious inci- 
dents during Sunday's matches. 

The crowd at Milan's San Sira 
Stadium were sweetened after 14 
minutes when Papin scored with a 
spectacular scissors kick from a 
cross by defender Maura Tasso t- 
ti. 

Reportedly furious at being left 
out of the Milan side which beat 
Dutch champions PSV Eind- 
hoven in the European Cup last 
week. Papin completed the vic- 
tory five minutes into the second 
half by scoring after a free kick. 

Milan have not lost a league 
match for a year and a half and 
have dropped only three points 
this season. 

Porto thrash Guimaraes 

Porto striker Domingos 
Oliveira scored twice in three 
minutes to give his team a 3-1 win 
at Guimaraes in the Portuguese 
Soccer Championship. ; 

The victory increased Porto’s 
lead and lifted spirits after their 
European Cup defeat by IFK 
Gothenburg Wednesday. 

Porto now have 24 points, five 1 
more than second placed sport- 
ing. Benfica, with a game in 
hand, Beleneses and Boa vista He 
joint third, six points behind the 
leader. 

Porto defender Fernando 
Couto, back after several weeks 
absence due to injury, opened the 
scoring with a header in the 62nd 
minute after a corner by Roma- 
nian Ion Timofte. 

Guimaraes' Brazilian defender 
Evandro Tama equalised eight 
minutes later after a free kick in 
Dimas. 
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Andy Capp 



, TOLbMETO . 
> TEU-MXJ^ 
f THAT SHE \ 
LCAbfr/vwKErr ) 



Mutton’ Jeff 


JEFF. YoURFACE MUST B6j TrtATS V 
AwFULiy HOT UNDER fNnT A 
THOSE WHISKERS.' WHY I a&rv ItJFA 
DON'T YOU HAVE EM fj Xu iTTl - 
SHAVED OFF ft>R P / T . 

VHE SUMMER?/ 


MV LITTLE PAL 
DOES ANYTHING 
I SAY* — - 
HE'S A FUNNY 
LITTLE DUCK* j 


(jtt-i- ioif YEH, I WENT 
THAT cf TO THE 
\ VrtM? / / BARBER school 
\ and had my 

f \ WHISKERS 

' ^ SHAVED 

* OFF- 




FORECAST .FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 15, 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astro!og&, Carroll. Righter £btinc< * 

'cmfrAL TENDENCIES: This ” posuton s oftafi acy ** 

*ENERAL bring. you mud. progreiM 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: TWs 
is a very good evening to be in- 
touch with cto* associate , aod 
friends to find out just exactly bow 
they feel about your jrfatwostap 
with them and how tningp can oe- 
improved... 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Now you have the chance_w see 
dearly what you want most mat is 
of a highly subjective nature and 
your energy is high K> gain snch 
objectives. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 2>) 
You can start die tune right by 
formulating confidentially a new 
phm by which to have more of the 
dungs chat can be beneficial to 
you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to* June 21) 
Think -about what you ca n do to be 
more aware of your opportunities 
in the outside world and contact 
influential persons able fo bdpyoa 
attain this goal. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 
ber 21) You can now chafe 

efforts and abilities so 
have a far greater innaber 
good things of fife i&quan 
you. ' . ■ , 

SACrTTARn^'CNoro^ 

December 21) This kjhe 

you to do. pretty, madk^t 
please and especially bt 
some new and more coneeb 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well how you can 
your activities to be more 
productive in the various work 
promises you have made and you 
make big advance now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Both 
recreations and entertainments 
you have enjoyed, before tins and 
also new types of amusements can 
be made to bringyou thebappiness 
you desire. •• • - 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Find out what the peat ex- 


— * — " — 

lets through which to exprej 
self. ..l- 

CAPRICORN: (Decent 

ther^couxse 

you can actam thp goedtsa 

personally desire.. . 

AQUARIUS: (January - - 
ary 19) Yon can now-cqj 
dose companions yonr hot . 
wishes with a good dwaoid 
undemand just wharyou. i - 
mind and give you 
right direction. 

PISCES: -(February 2) to 
20) You be^n tins timehyj ~ 

new stance by winch to obi 
various money and Other™ 

. interests tbalcart "bring ytotT- 
secority. v • 7 •*’ 

TodayVefeSd: If yodr ^ 
born today she or-ditr „ 
highly effective ottt&oktiqr 
to see both sides of aayrsi ' 
and states ' wftfe’trahkfi^ . • 
attitudes and oteervadgqsj 
hedging or going aroandai ^ 


pressions of your own dan are now ' 

and put into motion a course of * 

actionjso you can bring these ahns 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Communicating you long-time 

ambitions as well as new desires to 15 Iai S eJ !J' “P *° - 


THI BETTER HALF 



Do you realize that undogging the., 
toilet is the most romantic thing -5- 
you’ve done this week?” .. .^ 


THALSCSAMSLEO WQffflJ 
4 by Hanri Arnold and Sc 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fonn 
four ordinary words. 


GOUCH 


DAKEB 


MORLAN 


ENCOUP 



WHO THCHj&tft HE ■; j- 
WAS UAPOIEOH? .* i 

l -*r* 

Now arrange the circled MMratai' 
form the smpriee answer, aasdfe 
gested by the above cartoon. ..w* 


Print answer hero: 


Yesterday's! JumtJteE id, 0M GUMBO DILUTE £Yf i 

1 Answer He was ' , cfying' , tor a good bOCSTabottfBtoT;^ 

MURDER — - 


THE Daily Crossword 


by John Fenadk 


ACROSS 
1 About In dates 
6 Censure 
11 School of 


M Beautify 

15 Aquatic plant 

16 Shad — 

17 Relentless 
pursuers 

19 Goof 

20 Stiff hair 

21 Loosen 

22 Maks happy 
24 Ilk 

26 Bryant and Loos 

27 Snakes 
30 Seasoned 

32 Prepares for 

action 

33 Belgian Congo 

34 Residue 

37 Length 
measures 

38 Chad s per 

39 Before: praf. 

*0 Rep. adversary 
4] pine tree feature 

42 Arabian chief 

43 Decreases 

45 At once! 

46 Literary device 

48 Sender 

49 Tableware 

50 Europe’s 
neighbor 

52 German three 

56 Govt. agey. 

57 Wtr»4ialred pets 
BOA Fleming 

61 Bartdn or 
Burstyn 

62 Vacuous 

63 0rs 

64 Appears 

65 Comply 

DOWN 

1 Taxis 

2 Unemployed 

3 Basis 
AGrumbfing 

anas 

5 Also 

6 Far-haired 

7 Vociferous 

6 — time (never) 


iiiia HSii 


i aaffi 

aHBB 


au auu ansa 


aan 


■■■■ mmmmi 




9 Slanderous 
comments 
10 Fundamental 
quality 

IT Andersen and 
Borge? 

12 Main artery 

13 Ponds 
18 Barbarians 
23 Rb 

as Busy April agey. 

26 Ethereal ■ 

27 Elderly " 

28 Cancel 
28 Spotted dogs 

30 Savants 

31 Gourmands 
33 Region 

35 Printer's 
fraction 

36 Big sandwich 

38 lavish affection 45 Fabric for 
M Improving curteJna 


jaSSi 


Panto 


nnan nnnun nnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnoRR 
nnnn non onnnui 

HoniD . ncin Rg 
□ram nnHRn nnowi 
EsnnnnncsPiDGy!.- 
nnnnn orsngg g*- 

nnncin nnqq j 
cnannan in no g 
eQfiROonnnn nn» 
nnnnn cinnn nrw 
nsnnra nnnn 


41 Wine bottles 

42 Parseghian 

44Recepacie 
45 Anjou 


curtains 

47 In front 

48 Legal claims 

50 Spindle 

51 Check 


S3 Bring** ■ 

ggsssu 

59Nano? M f'' i h 


tJ* *3 
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v. 1 ■ Surfing Poww 

‘ ".: ; Marfc 

Sy te Franc. 
R*«* franc 

- '■'’Klf.Otv 

I -L bosses* Yea 


' ifnftaa CmTCOT Unit 

_•• . ‘ " IT «tjsp hr St C 

■ • •/*.- Opwtot ® l« mja. GMT 






New Voifc Tokyo 

Canrency C£c 4 c C£oic 

UMt i 1 / 12/92 ***' 14/ !?/<*? 

: S «*** Poand t.55*J t.5593 

IX**** Marfc t.5780 J.S7ZB 

. Sffc* Franc -, 1.4070 1.4111 

: fW* Franc ■ 5.39 35 5.35:5“ 

r J** ”* Yen ' 123.17 123.il 

. Earapean Cnrreny Unit 1 . 245 / 1.2410** 

"TJS® Kor St c ~ — 

. <* nn- Opwtot & l« mjm. GMT 

ga w u iiTnMy t ntmr mst Kates D*t* : M. J?.92 

fSSSp .. • .. 1 MTH 3 MTHSj 6 MTHS 12 MTR 

VS-tMar ~ 3.43 3.43 sIsO^ 3JT~ 

S tofag yMW 1 7.00 6.75 ■ 6.93 6.5b 

Do**** M*** 9.Z5 8.93 &.&L 7.87 
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■ 3NDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
ttfiog world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
'\ the London Foreign Exchange. and bullion markets Friday. 
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World art market 
stirrings from rec 


LONDON (R) — The world art 
market is showing the first stir- 
rings of recovery after a two-year 
winter of recession, but the days 
of tycoons buying Van Goghs for 
sky-high prices are now shrugged 
off as just another aberration of 
the 1980s boom. 

A showcase of seven rare 
paintings by French impressionist 
Paul Cezanne made $16 million ar 
a benchmark Christie's auction in 
London recently, falling short of 
the target by S2 million but giving 
auction houses some optimism. 

The word from Christie's, and 
the other grand matriarch of the 
business, Sotheby's, is that spe- 
culative money has dried up and 
the free-spending days are over 
but quality pictures at more 
realistic prices are bringing in 
true collectors. 

“I think we’ve shown that we 
can sell pictures again," Charles 
Allsopp, chairman of Christie's 
Europe, told Reuters after the 
Cezanne sale. “I don’t think it 
(the market) will race up. We 
have established a base on which 
to build.” 

This was also the message from 
Sotheby's and Christie's after 
their impressionist and modern 
art New York auctions in early 
November which netted a modest 
$145 million, well below esti- 
mates but giving grounds for cau- 
tious optimism. 

“At least things were moving in 
New York," said one European 
private collector, who declined to 
be identified. “Let's say the 


Cezanne auction was a medium- 
splash — just two cheers for the 
art market.” 

On the New York auctions. 
Fiona Ford at Sotheby's said: 
“They were mixed but what was 
extremely encouraging was that 
there were a number of quality 
paintings sold by both houses.” 

Sotheby’s sold “Asia" by Henri 
Matisse to a Texan art museum for 
$11 million and at Christie's an 
unidentified American collector 
bought the rare “water lily basin” 
by Claude Monet for $12.1 mil- 
lion. 

“The art establishment knows 
it's not out of the woods." said 
one an dealer in London's smart 
Belgravia area. “It's keen to tend 
any green shoots, as times have 
been lean." 

It was Sotheby's that stunned 
the artistic community with a 
mid-season announcement that it 
would be charging a new buyer's 
premium of 15 per cent on sales 
up to $50,000, using the usual 10 
per cent thereafter. Christie's has 
ot moved so far. 

Sotheby’s luly index show art 
prices down 18 per cent an 1991 
and down 49 per cent oh 1990, 
but they remain up 39 per cent on 
five years ago and 340 per cent up 
on a decade ago. 

Ms. Ford said there was no 
question of a return to the prices 
of the boom years. “Incredibly 
rich families who had no need to 
sell were tempted, which meant 
that great works of art were 
regularly appearing on the mar- 
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will be closed for the annual holiday as of Dec. 31, 1992 
“The temporary suspension of the 
•Welcome New World Order’ 
play will end by January 15, 1993. 
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kei," she said. 

Some works of an had also sold 
for far more than their real 
worth, she said, adding that saner 
prices had returned and collectors 
who had dropped out were 
cautiously reappearing with re- 
newed confidence from the 
American rich. 

"Speculative buying has dried 
up, which is a good tiling in the 
long term,” said one London art 
dealer. And reflecting a view held 
by some that the late 19S0s drove 
museums from the market, he 
said: “Hopefully museums will 
get a look in.” 

Paintings, like Ferrari cars and 
real estate, became status-symbol 
investments for the super-rich 
and it was those heady times that 
notched $82.5 million for Van 
Gogh's “portrait of Dr. Gachet’l 

Not long after thar. the dark 
clouds of the early 1990s gathered 
and as the financial squeeze grip- 
ped the world art market paint- 
ings gathered dust in storerooms 
and Japanese buying dried up 
after financial scandals. 


KUWAIT (R) — The collapse of 
Kuwait's Spanish investments 
with losses of up to $5 billion has 
sparked heated debate in the 
emirate, with opposition groups 
saying government investigations 
may not reveal the whole' truth. 

They say the losses go beyond 
mere mismanagement of the 
funds, and that government in- 
vestigations may not uncover the 
full extent of alleged irregularities 
at London-based Kuwait Invest- 
ment Office (KIO) and its Span- 
ish subsidiary Gruppo Torras 
S.A. 

Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdulla A] Rodhan was quoted 
Saturday as saying losses incurred 
by the stare-owned KIO through 
Torras would reach S5 billion. 

Torras filed for receivership 10 
days ago. citing losses exceeding 
$4 billion, but Sheikh Rodhan 
said Kuwait's losses topped $5 
billion when KIO loans to its 
Spanish unit were included. 

The official KUNA News agen- 
cy reported Sheikh Rodhan 
saying investigations had re- 


vealed specific cases of irregular- 
ities at Torras which were quickly 

referred to the public prosecutor. 

“We mentioned specific inst- 
ances in which there were exces- 
ses, violations, or apparent ex- 
ploitation of public money, but it 
is not up to us to make accusa- 
tions.** he said. 

Opposition groups said the 
violations were too widespread to 
be put down as isolated incidents. 

"It goes beyond merely mis- 
management or misuse of pow- 
er,’* said a statement sent to 
Reuters from the Democratic 
Forum, an opposition group 
which includes members of 
Kuwait's parliament. 

It said government investiga- 
tions might not reveal the full 
background to the collapsed in- 
vestments. 

“The government mighr be 
prepared to sacrifice scapegoats." 
said Jassem Al Saadoun. a lead- 
ing economist and adviser to par- 
liament. 

He said a lack of proper 


accounting meant the full extent 
of losses might not be known for 
another six months. 

Abdullah Shayeji, a lecturer in 
political science ar Kuwait Uni- 
versity, said thete was too much 
secrecy surrounding state invest- 
ments. , 

“People were kept in the dark 
... we don’t know how much our 
investment is, how much we lost, 
or how much the liberation cost 
us," he said. 

The opposition Al Qabas news- 
paper said Sunday the govern- 
ment had not yet touched the 
heart of the issue. 

“How did it happen?” the pap- 
er asked in an article on the 
investment collapse, which it said 
had “blown away the treasures of 
present and future generations." 

Spending during the Gulf war 
which followed Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait and on post-war projects 
has already brought the emirate's 
overeas investments down from 
$100 billion before the Iraqi inva- 
sion to around $40-50 billion. 


Swiss central bank 
promises relief for 
weak economy 


ZURICH (R) — Switzerland's 
independent central bank has 
pledged to help a domestic eco- 
nomy mired in recession and hit 
by record unemployment. 

The Swiss National Bank 
<SNB) said in its annual state- 
ment on monetary strategy for 
1993 it planned to let money 
supply grow again, reversing the 
contraction of the last 12 months. 

“It is to be expected that sea- 
sonally adjusted central bank 
money suppiy growth will tem- 
porarily overshoot the medium- 
term target in the foreseeable 
future," it said. 

The SNB’s statement followed 
a corresponding announcement 
by the German Bundesbank, 
which also raised its target for 
1993 money supply growth. 

The SNB said the extra liquid- 
ity it planned should enable in- 
terest rates to fall further next 
year, bringing much-needed re- 
lief to the economy. 

Central bank money supply, 
the monetary aggregate the SNB 
uses for steering its” policy, mea- 
sures cash in circulation and sight 
deposing that commercial banks 
hold at the central bank. 

Over the past year the aggre- 
gate has contracted by about one 
per cent, bringing the SNB far 
from its medium-term policy of 
average annual one per cent 
money growth over three to five 
years. 


Kyrgyzstan to leave 
rouble zone by 1995 


BISHKEK (R) — Kyrgyzstan, 
hard hit by Russia's January price 
liberalisation, will leave the rou- 
ble zone and introduce its own 
currency by 1995. President 
Askar Akayev said in an inter- 
view. 

“We 'adopted a restructuring 
programme with the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF). We will 
leave the rouble zone by 1995,” 
he told Reuters. 

The youthful physicist-turned 
president, sporting foreign black 
leather shoes and looking every 
bit the new-gen era Lion leader 
with whom the West can do 
business, said the IMF would 
lend S300 million to rhe Central 
Asian republic in 1993. 

Kyrgyzstan joined the IMF in 
September after a visit to the 
capital Bishkek by rMF Manag- 
ing Director Michel Camdessus. 

“The IMF has expressed full 
confidence in Kyrgyzstan. We are 
the only commonwealth state to- 
wards which the IMF has no 
complaints," said Mr. Akayev, a 
reformist democrat and former 
head of the Academy of Sciences 
elected president in October 
1990. 

Mr. Akayev needs all the mor- 
al and economic support he can 
get from the West as he seeks to 
develop this country of breath- 
taking Alpine meadows and 
mountains where 10 million 
sheep and two million goats, 
yaks, cattle and fine racehorses 
far outnumber the 4.3 million 
people. 

Already the president has 
pushed through legislation on 
foreign investment and made a 
modest start in privatising land. 

“This year we have privatised 
10 per cent of land. We aim to 
raise this ratio to 40 per cent in 
1993,” Mr. Akayev said. “Every- 
one should be able buy land and 
sell produce freely on the market. 


We need a private sector to re- 
construct our economy." 

The 48-year-old president, 
speaking softly in barely audible 
Kyrgyz, a Turkic language, said 
he hoped to turn Kyrgyzstan into 
“the Switzerland of Central 
Asia.*’ 

But redrawing the economic 
map will not be easy. Kyrgyz- 
stan’s largely rural economy is 
still dependent on its neighbours’ 
basic inputs of fuel, foodstuffs 
and raw materials. 

The economy is facing collapse 
in a fragile commonwealth where 
coordination between member 
states is shrinking or entirely dis- 
appearing. 

Transport and communication 
Jinks still follow the old routes 
through Russia. Alternative 
routes to the outside world are 
fragile, including neighbouring 
China to the east across the snow- 
capped Tien Shan mountains. 

“We do not have anything ro 
trade with China except for elec- 
tricity,” Mr. Akayev said. “We 
are not competitive and our eco- 
nomy is in yery bad shape. We 
need more foreign investors." 

Foreign investors are free to 
repatriate their. profits in Kyrgyz- 
stan, rich in hydroelectric power, 
coal and with several deposits of 
oil and gas. 

The republic also boasts three 
gold mines with estimated re- 
coverable reserves of some 40(1 
tonnes, the biggest being the 
Kumtur deposit with reserves put 
at 320 tonnes by officials. 

“We have an economy which 
would enable us to drop the 
rouble but Russia will do every- 
thing to keep a rouble zone 
going,'* said Mr. Akayev, who 
sees a single currency zone as a 
means for Russia to assert its will 
in the republic -through economic 
coercion- 
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Yemen riots highlight 
economic crisis 


Part of the reason for the con- 
traction is that the SNB slammed 
on the monetary brakes in the 
spring to push up interest rates 
and defend the Swiss franc during 
a bout of weakness. 

But it is also because demand 
for money has been lower than 
anticipated due to the weakness 
of the economy. 

More recently, though, the 
SNB has taken advantage of the 
Swiss franc's renewed strength to 
use every opportunity to nudge 
interest rales lower. 

Benchmark three-month Euro- 
pean rates have fallen to about 
6.25 per cent from 9.25 per cent 
in June. 

Commercial bank economists 
generally welcomed the SNB’s 
statement, but warned that the 
SNB could be forced to slam on 
the brakes again if the franc came 
under renewed attack. 

Beat Philipp, head of research 
at Bank Vontobel, said the" franc 
was currently benefiting from the 
turmoil in the European Monet- 
ary System (EMS), as speculators 
parked their money in the “Swis- 
sie” as a safe haven. But he 
added that the franc could soon 
come under pressure if the EMS 
calmed down and people moved 
funds back into EMS currencies. 

“If this happens, the SNB will 
have to be restrictive to counter 
it,” he said. 


SANAA (Rl — Four days of 
cost-of-living riots in Yemen have 
killed 13 people and plunged the 
country into its worst crisis since 
the north and south merged in 
1990. 

Government and opposition 
parties agree something has to be 
done to revive the collapsing eco- 
nomy. 

The question is what. 

“Prices are going up steadily ... 
our economy is not healthy and 
unfortunately all government 
bodies share the responsibility,” 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh said 
in a recent speech. 

Strikes and pay-rise demands 
were justified “but we are a poor 
country which needs more work 
and production,” he added. 

Yemen's annual inflation rate, 
estimated to be 100 per cent, is 
fuelled by a 20-bill jon riyal ($1.67 
billion) budget deficit and a 43 
per cent fall in the value of the 
riyal against the dollar in the 
month up to last week. 

Residents say the prices of 
basic commodities rise almost ev- 
ery day making it difficult for 
Yemen's to make ends meet. 

The crisis sparked riots 
Wednesday in Taiz which later 
spread to Sanaa and other cities. 

The riots were the worst since 
South and North Yemen merged 
and introduced a free market 
policy. 

The government, anxious to 
rein back prices, is drafting a 
banking law it hopes will stop the 
black market pushing down the 
value of its riyal against the dol- 
lar. 

Prime Minister Haidar Abu 
Bakr Al Atlas said Thursday the 
law would enable banking au- 
thorities to decide the exchange 
rates rather than black market 
dealers. 

Political sources say the au- 
thorities started to arrest black 
market foreign exchange dealers 
two days ago. 

But economists dismiss such 
measures as short-term pallia- 
tives. 

They blame the crisis on gov- 
ernment extravagance, political 
chaos, shortage of foreign aid. 


corruption and lack of long-term 
planning. 

Economists say the problem 
was triggered by the bait- of Gulf 
Arab aid when Sanaa backed 
Baghdad in the 1990-91 Gulf cri- 
sis and the expulsion of a million 
Yemenis from the Gulf. 

Officials say the economy 
largely depended on remittances 
from the expelled Yemenis which 
amounted to $1.4 billion in 1989. 

Opposition parties blame poli- 
tical rivalry and misuse of funds 
by tbe General People Congress 
(GPC) of President Saleh and 
Yemen Socialist Party ( YSP), the 
two parties that have ruled Ye- 
men jointly since the merger. 

Even the government Al 
Thawra newspaper says the two 
should end their “futile” alliance 
and give the opposition a chance 
to rule. 

“Each party spends 13 billion 
riyal ($12.5 million') a year on 
salaries of their followers who 
have been appointed senior offi- 
cials,” said Abdnl Rahman Al 
Jefri, one opposition leader. 

Political sources say the econo- 
mic unrest was probably fed by 
political uncertainties after elec- 
tions due to be held in November 
were postponed. 

The minimum wage in Yemen 
is 4,000 riyals ($333) at the offi- 
cial rate of 12 riyals to the dollar. 
In the black market, it fell from 
37 to the dollar in November to 
53 this month. 

Economists say the decline in 
the riyal 's value is due to the 
printing of an extra 100 billion 
riyal notes ($8,33 billion) which 
the central bank said was meant 
to replace old notes. 

Today, Yemen’s foreign cur- 
rency earnings mainly depend on 
revenues from exporting little 
over 50,000 bands per day (b/d) 
of oil. In 1991 oil exports earned 
more than $400 million. 

Yemen expects to increase oil 
output to 350.000 b/d by the end 
of next year from the current 
level of about 200,000 b/d. 

Economists agree- that oil ex- 
ports are rising but say they re- 
main too small to make much 
difference in the short term. 


. Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

CaH Aqaba tei.: 03/313512, fax: 03/314339. 


— NEW STEREO FOR SALE— 

A family stereo for sale, Kenwood brand. Has the following 
separate pieces: 

1 . Compact Disk 

2. Double deck cassette 

3. Phono player 

4. Radio tuner. 

(comes as a tray, contains 5 C.D's at a time). 

5. Amplifier. 

6. Equaliser 

7. Two big speakers. 1-metre-Iong, (110) Watt, each. 
Stereo is new and still in its company boxes, with a new 
Kenwood rack for all the pieces. 

Full remote control. 

Price: JD 3.500. 

For information, tel.: 661303 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty Unpaid 

Suzuki (SWIFT) 1990, red colour, four doors, 
automatic, with aircondition, radio cassette, 

1 300cc. 

Call tei.: 689361 


APARTMENT IN ABI>OUN 

Fully furnished 2 bedrooms apart- 
ment, with 2 sitting areas, dining, 
spacious kitchen, separate tele- 
phone, separate heating and a 
veranda. 

If interested, please cal: 
662016 or 621377 
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a World News 

Congress confirms 
Chernomyrdin as 
Russian premier 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, DECEMBER:! 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin Monday aban- 
doned his embattled architect of 
free-market reforms, Yegor 
Gaidar, and nominated a com- 
promise candidate for prime 
minister, who easily won con- 
firmation by Russia's congress. 
The new prime minister will be 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, who has 
served as deputy prime minister 
in charge of the oil and gas 
industry. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin won 721- 
172, exactly 200 votes more than 
necessary. 

The Congress of People’s De- 
puties last week had rejected Mr. 
Gaidar, Mr. Yeltsin's first choice, 
because it blamed him for soaring 
inflation and falling production 
associated with bis free market 
reforms. 

Accepting the job, Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin said. “1 am in favour of 
reforms, in favour of deepening 
reforms, but without deepening 
the impoverishment of the peo- 
ple.” 

This drew stormy applause 
from lawmakers in the Grand 
Kremlin Palace. 

“I am ready to head the gov- 
ernment and take our country out 
of the deadlock," Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin said. 

The 54-year-old Chernomyrdin 
spent his career in Russia's oil 
and gas industry. He was chosen 
to please moderates and hardlin- 
ers demanding that Mr. Yeltsin 
appoint cabinet ministers with 
more experience in economic and 
industrial management. 

“Mr. Gaidar had drawn most 
of his team from academic institu- 
tions. 

In choosing Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin. Mr. Yeltsin also bypassed 
Yuri Skokov, a moderate who is 
secretary of the president's in- 
fluential Security Council. 

Mr. Yeltsin said in a downbeat 
speech nominating Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin that he still preferred 
Mr. Gaidar, but that the 36-year- 
old acting prime minister had 
proposed that the president pick 
another candidate. 


“I still continue to favour 
YegoT Timurovich Gaidar,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. “I think that his 
candidacy remains... the best op- 
tion.” 

The selection of the new prime 
minister capped a battle that had 
raged in the congress for two 
weeks, plunging the government 
into a political crisis. 

Mr. Yeltsin had proposed Mr. 
Gaidar, Mr. Skokov, Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin and two other candi- 
dates — Vladimir Kadannikov, 
general director of the giant Vaz 
Auto Factory, and Deputy Prime 
Minister Vladimir Shumeiko — 
to the congress for an initial vote. 

Mr. Skokov won the most 
votes from the deputies, with Mr. 
Chernomyrdin finishing second 
and Mr. Gaidar third. Under a 
compromise worked out with the 
hardliners Saturday, Mr. Yeltsin 
selected one of those three for the 
final vote by congress. 

He could have selected Mr. 
Gaidar, who faced an inevitable 
rejection and could only be then 
appointed acting prime minister 
until April, when the next session 
of congress convened. Rut that 
choice would have meant a con- 
tinuation of Russia's political 
chaos. 

Mr. Yeltsin had proposed the 
five over the objections of hard- 
line lawmakers, who wanted to 
include Vice President Alexander 
Rutskoi one of the president’s 
staunchest critics. I Hardline de- 
puties also were angered by Mr. 
Yeltsin's exclusion of Georgy 
Khizha, a deputy prime minister 
in charge of the military industrial 
complex supported by eight par- 
liamentary factions. 

But Mr. Yeltsin, speaking from 
the podium, waved his list in the 
air and said all five nominees had 
been presented by various fac- 
tions. 

“I didn't think up any of 
these," Mr. Yeltsin shot back to 
the grumbling deputies. 

Nearly 90 per cent of the seats 
in the congress, Russia's top leg- 
islative body, are held by former 
Communists elected in 1990. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

German minister resigns 

BONN (R) — Christian Schwarz-Schilling, Germany’s post and 
telecommunications minister since Chancellor Helmut Kohl took 
office a decade ago, resigned Monday. Mr. Schwaiz-schilling, 
who announced his resignation, was one of several vetern 
ministers likely to be replaced next month in a mid-term cabinet 
reshuffle intended to rejuvenate Mr. Kohl’s centre-right coalition 
before the 1994 elections. A Christian Democrat appointed post 
minister in 1982, Mr. Schwarz-Schilling was one of four ministers 
who had been in Mr. Kohl’s cabinet from the beginning. German 
government sources said Mr. Kohl had planned to remove Mr. 
Schwarz-Schilling next month and this probably led the minister 
into a face-saving resignation. ’ 

'Indonesian quake toll nears 1,600 

; MAUMERE, Indonesia (R) — Almost 1,600 bodies had been 
- found by Monday after an earthquake and huge tidal waves 
turned parts of Indonesia's "isle of flowers" into a cemetery. 
Officials said 1,584 people were confirmed dead and many 
' missing since the quake, which measured 6.8 on the Richter Scale, 
hit Flores Island in eastern Indonesia Saturday. A senior official 
of East Nusa Tenggara Province, which includes Flores, told 
1 Reuters the death toll was expected to rise further. Fresh tremors 
were still shaking the island, terrifying survivors. “We expect 
more bodies bat we have no figures for the missing,” said Herman 
Gadidjou, an aide to Governor Hendrikns Fernandez, by 
telephone from Kupang. In Maumere the tremors struck about 
every two hours and panic-stricken survivors faced another night 
under tents in fields and other open spaces. 

Savimbi urged to heed moderates 

Lisbon (R) — A senior official of Angola’s former rebel 
movement UNIT A criticised the movement's leader Jonas Savim- 
bi Monday for listening too much to the advice of hardliners. 
Norberfo De Castro, UNITA’s deputy director of information, 
told the Portuguese radio station TSF that Mr. Savimbol should 
pay more heed to moderates opposed to a resumption of civil war. 
Mr. Castro, who was put under guard by the government after he 
was captured during a military showdown between UNTTA and 
government forces in the capital Luanda last month, first voiced 
dissidence with UNITA’s leadership last week/ 

Panic says he is key to Yugoslav peace 

PARIS (R) — Yugoslav Prime Minister Milan Panic believes be is 
the only chance to stop the Yugoslav conflict from spreading and 

wants tile European Community (EC) to help him be elected as 
president of Serbia. "If the international community does not 
bear Milan Panic, the blaze can spread to the whole of Europe, I 
am your only chance,” Mr. Panic said in an interview published 
Monday by the French newspaper Ouest-France. “Help me, help 
me, help me... you must help me for the election and democra- 
tisation,” he said, promising to disarm Serb paramilitary forces in 
Bosnia if be was elected. Mr. Panic spoke out against United 
Nations military intervention in Bosnia. 
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A woman bolding a portrait of Russian President Boris Yeltsin with 
the slogan “We believe! Yeltsin and Gaidar," shouts during a rally in 
support of the president outside Moscow’s Gorky Park (AFP photo) 

Many were chosen by regional not return,” he told reporters 
Communist Party organisations, after the supreme legislature 
official trade unions, state-run approved Mr. Yeltsin's nomina- 
factories and collective farms. tion of the more conservative 
Mr. Gaidar had been the main Chernomyrdin, 
focus of the 12-day session of the Mr. Gaidar sat looking down- 
congress. cast as Mr. Yeltsin told congress 

The day after the congress re- that he still supported his acting 
jected Mr. Gaidar. Mr. Yeltsin prime minister’s policies, but with 
demanded a nationwide referen- his agreement was proposing Mr. 
dum on new elections. But law- Chernomyrdin, 
makers countered Friday by pas- "I of course do not want to 
sing a law banning such referen- interfere with Viktor Stepanovich 
dums. (Chernomyrdin), to carry out the 

The compromise was reached policies which he deems neces- 
Saturday in talks between the sary," Mr. Gaidar said, 
president and a parliamentary de- "Sriil ! think that we will prom- 
legation headed by Mr. Khasbu- ise to cany on a policy of re- 
latov, Mr. Yeltsin’s main oppo- forms.” 
nent. Valery Zorkin, chief justice Mr. Gaidar said he was not 
of the Constitutional Court, bro- disappointed and would even re- 
kered the deal. commend that some of his minis- 

Mr. Gaidar said Monday he ters stay in the government, 
would not serve under newly Asked about his immediate 
appointed prime minister. plans, he said: “To get some 

“I will of course resign and will sleep.” 


Sihanouk threatens to stop 
working with U.N. force 


BANGKOK (R) — Cambodian 
head of state Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk has threatened to stop 
cooperating with U.N. 
peacekeepers in his country be- 
cause, he alleges, the world body 
cannot maintain peace there. 

“I cannot stay without reacting 
when confronted with the multi- 
plication of political terrorist acts 
and the continuation, with abso- 
lute impunity, of crimes with 
political motivation,” the former 
king said in a letter to his office in 
Bangkok. 

The letter was distributed to 
news organisations Monday. 
Prince Sihanouk, 70, currently on 
holiday in Pelting said the U.N. 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC) was apparently in- 
capable of stopping the violence. 

UNTAC, under the terms of a 
peace treaty signed by the four 
Cambodian factions in Paris in 
October, 1991, is charged with 
organising nationwide elections 
for next May. 

The Prince cited acts of vio- 
lence against officials of the 
royalist faction that be used to 
bead before assuming the neutral 
chairmanship of the Supreme 
National Council (SNC), the all- 
faction' recondliatory body that 
represents Cambodian sovereign- 
ty under the terms of the Paris 
accord. 

"I must conclude that UNTAC 


and the Phnom Penh governmen- 
t...are not capable or willing to 
install democracy and peace in 
my country.” he said. 

The Phnom Penh government 
was installed by Vietnamese in- 
vaders after they drove the radic- 
al Khmer Rouge from power in 
1979. Prince Sihanouk became a 
reluctant ally of the Khmer 
Rouge in the civil war that fol- 
lowed. 

“I, Norodom Sihanouk, will 
stop working with this UNTAC 
and the government of Cambodia 
to which I have always been loyal 
and have effectively helped and 
sustained." he said. 

UNTAC has pledged to cany 
through with the may elections 
even though the Khmer Rouge, 
the most powerful anti-Phnom 
Penh faction, has refused to com- 
ply with key elements of the Paris 
agreement, including disarma- 
ment. 

UNTAC officials in the pro- 
vinces have charged the Phnom 
Penh government with harassing 
workers from other parties. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from UNTAC on Prince 
Sihanouk's threat. 

In a separate statement issued 
in Pelting, Prince Sihanouk beg- 
ged Cambodians to rally their 
patriotic spirit, saying the country 
was in the process of losing its 
soul. 


Bosnian fighting continues as 
talks start on 6 safe’ corridors 

. — Mi 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AP) — ShelKsg 
and gunfire rocked the Sarajevo 
area early Monday despite a new 
ceasefire agreement. But nego- 
tiators began talks on opening 
corridors for civilian traffic into 
and around the besieged city. 

There were no signs that die 
trace agreed cm a day earlier, the 
conflict’s 19th, was likely to bold. 
Sporadic artillery and small 
weapons fire echoed across die 
newly snow .busted valley, but 
quieted at least temporarily dur- 
ing the day. 

U.N. spokesman Nfik Magnus- 
son said fighting in outlying dis- 
tricts was heavy and that it would 
probably take a few days for any 
ceasefire orders to reach all un- 
its. 

No specific deadline was set for 
the ceasefire, which reaffirmed a 
previous truce, but Gen. Phillipe 
Morillon, the U.N. commander 
in the area, had said be expected 
guns to fall silent on Monday. 

The Bosnian capital's 400,000 
residents are still without power, 
water or electricity. Hospital 
officials said patients were dying 
due to lack of fuel to run gener- 
ators. 

But Cedric Thorn berry. deputy 
chief of U.N. forces in former 
Yugoslavia, told a Belgrade news 
conference the rate of delivery of 
humanitarian aid to Sarajevo was 
increasing. 

U.N. relief convoys brought in 
200 tonnes of food Monday, bat 
two trucks were destroyed en 
route in an accident due to bad 
road conditions, said Alemka 
Lisinski, a U.N. spokeswoman in 
Zagreb. 

Relief flights, suspended Dec. 


1 after a U.S. plane was hit by 

ground fire, were expected to 
resume later in the week- 

Mr. Magnusson said the tnree 
planned safe corridors, which are 
to go into effect Dec. 18, wc *e 
part of “a step by step approach 
to demilitarise die city and then 
lift the siege.” 

There was no word on progress 
in the talks, taking place at 
Sarajevo’s airport. Tire final de- 
tails are to be concluded by rn- 
day, Mr. Magnusson said. 

AD sfr fes are concerned that tire 
corridors — one of whi ch je ads 
out of the city through a difficult 
mountain pass — not be used for 
mili tary purposes, and expressed 
g fc y pfieiqn that tile Others Would 
respect the freedom of move- 
ment. 

Mr. Magnusson said although 
die proposal could crumble easi- 
ly, the sides now appeared, more 
wiping to compromise - 

About 1,000 Bosnian deta inees 
were to be released Monday from 
the Manjaca detention camp in 
northern Bosnia, joining more 
than 700 released from the camp 
in the last month, the Red Gross 
said. 

The remaining 2,000 detainees 
MU be released Wednesday and 
Friday and then the camp will be 
ctosed, said Jette Soerensen, a 
Red Cross spokeswoman in Zag- 
reb. 

But in other parts of Bosnia 
north of Sarajevo, Serbian shell- 
ing. which has been heavy in 
recent days, continued. 

British liberal Democrat lead- 
er Paddy Ashdown came under 
Serbian* mortar attack while 
travelling with British U.N. 


troops near the Muslim-held 
town ofTurbe, the British Broad- 
casting Corp. reported. Mr. 
Ashdown was not hurt in the 
attack. ' 

Some road convoys from Bel- 
grade were also reportedly stop- 
ped due to fighting along the way. 

No .casualty reports were avail- 
able from the recent fighting. 

At least 17,000 people have 
ri ird in fighting between Muslims, 
Serbs and Croats in Bosnia and 
more than 100,000 art missing. 
Muslims and Croats voted in 
February for independence from 
Serb-dominated Yugoslavia, pro- 
voking a rebellion by Bosnian 
Serbs. 

Serbs now control about 70 per 
cent of the republic, and Croats 
hold much of the rest. 

The recent escalation of fight- 
ing around Sarajevo, under Serb 
siege for eight months, has draws 
new calls for outside military 
intervention. 

European governments fear 
the fighting could spread to other 
ethnically tense areas of the Bal- 
kans, and Mami e nations want 
more done to help Bosnia's out- 
gunned Muslims. 

In Stockholm Monday, foreign 
ministers gathering at a 51-nation 
meeting of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe were expected to call for 
sterner action against Serbian 
leaders. 

Meeting in Scotland over the 
weekend, leaders of the 12 Euro- 
pean Community nations accused 
die Serbs of savage aggression, 
and NATO defence ministers 
said Friday that they would con- 
rider military intervention if 
asked by the United Nations. 


40 killed in Philippine massacre 


ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (R) 
— Muslim bandits in the southern 
Philippines herded villagers into a 
basketball coart and opened fire 
with assault rifles, killing up to 
40, police said Monday. 

Survivors of the Saturday night 
massacre in Zamboanga Del Sur 
province told reporters the gun- 
men were angered by the refusal 
of some villagers to pay protec- 
tion money of 500 pesos ($20) per 
family. . _ 

“We were asleep when they 
fired on our house. There was 


shooting all over. My son was 
wounded. We ran away and hid,” 
said Rosenda Rasonado, 47, who 
was unhurt. 

Morgan Magtuba, 50, who was 
shot in the legs, told reporters he 
was among the males herded by 
the gunmen into the village bas- 
ketball court but be survived by 
feigning death. 

He said the gunmen, armed 
with armalite rifles, told villagers 
to go to the court for a lecture. 
Then they, opened fire. 

In Manila, National Police 


Chief Raul Imperial ordered a 
manhunt for the estimated 20 
killers, believed to be former 
members of a Muslim separatist 
group who have turned to bandit- 
ry, a police spokesman said. 

There were conflicting reports 
on the number of people killed 
when the gunmen raided the two 
villages in the municipality of 
Tungawan, about 850 kilometres 
south of Manila. 

Police headquarters in Manila 
said regional command reports 
put the death toll at 40. 


Mud-slinging enlivens S. Korean campaign 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean- 
opposition presidential candidate 
Kim Dae-Jung denounced his 
main rival Monday for a cam- 
paign to smear him as a Com- 
munist sympathiser. 

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung told repor- 
ters that Democratic Liberal Par- 
ty (DLP) candidate Kim Young- 
Sam, bis long-time opposition 
partner who joined the ruling 
party two years ago, was trying to 
cheat voters with a campaign of 
dirty tricks. 

With the electioa Friday, the 
race between thortwo front- 
runners is too dose for political 


observers to call. 

“Candidate Kim Young-Sam is 
telling a lie that I am pro- 
Commorrist. I was really shock- 
ed.. .and I urge him to make a 
sincere apology,” Mr. Kim Dae- 
Jung said. 

South Korea bans communism 
or any pro-communist activity. 

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung’s Democra- 
tic Party (DP) last month formed 
an alliance with a dissident group, 
long accused by the government of 
supporting the policies of Com- 
munist North Korea. 

The DLP, describing Kim Dae- 
Jung in its campaign leaflets as an 
“ideologically distrustful man,” 


OAS seeks U.N. involvement in Haiti 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS) agreed to seek U.N. 
Security Council help in streng- 
thening the OAS oil and arms 
embargo against Haiti's military- 
backed government. 

After several hours of debate 
Sunday, a U.S. backed proposal 
introduced by Canada was unani- 
mously endorsed by the foreign 
ministers and other delegates 
from the 34 OAS member coun- 
tries. 

In its final form, the resolution 
authorised OAS Secretary 
General Joao Clemente Baena 


Soares to “explore the possibility 
and advisability of submitting the 
Haitian situation to the attention 
of the U.N. Security Council ...to 
achieve a universal application of 
the embargo” the OAS imposed 
14 months ago. 

Mr. Soares, of Brazil, had told 
ministers earlier Sunday that the 
future of the OAS and interna- 
tional cooperation were at stake 
in resolving the Caribbean na- 
tion’s 15 month crisis. 

The resolution separately 
urged a 21 OAS members and 
U.N. members "which have not 
yet done so” to implement the 


OAS embargo “with special 
emphasis on toe suspension of oil 
and arms supplies and freezing 
Haitian assets.” 

It also reaffirmed resolutions of 
three earlier OAS ministerial ses- 
sions condemning the September 
1991 overthrow of elected Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristede in 
an army led coup and urging 
restoration of democracy to the 
Caribbean republic. Half of the 
34 Western hemisphere countries 
at Sunday's session were repre- 
sented by ministers, the rest by 
tbeir perm ament OAS ambassa- 
dors. 


U.S. Electoral College to vote for president, vice-president 


WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
than 100 million people went to 
the polls six weeks ago, but the 
538 who will elect Bill Clinton 
president are only now about to 
cast their deriding ballots. 

Members of the Electoral Col- 
lege meet in state capitals across 
the nation Monday to vote for tbe 
42nd president of the United 
States. While the outcome is 
dear, it won’t be official until the 
results are formally presented to 
a joint session of Congress on 
Jan. 6. 

Under the U.S. constitution, 
citizens on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November 
cast their ballots for slates of 
electors committed to a candi- 
date. Each state has as many 
electoral votes as it has congres- 
sional districts plus one for each 
senator. In addition, the District 
of Colombia gets three electors. 

In 48 states, all of the electoral 
votes are awarded to the slate 
that receives the state’s most 
popular vote. Only in Maine and 
Nebraska are electoral votes 
divided according to the popular 
vote in each congressional dis- 
trict. Two votes are then added 
based on the statewide popular 


vote. 

If all goes as a planned, Mr. 
Clinton and his vice presidential 
choice, Al Gore, will receive 370 
of tbe 538 electoral votes that will . 
be cast. 

But electors are not in all states' 
bound to stick to tbeir slate and 
may, indeed, vote for tbe candi- 
date of their choice. Few have 
done so, however. About half of 
the states have passed laws re- 
quiring that electors vote as 
pledged. 

There have been only a few so 
called “faithless” electors over 
the years. 

Four years ago a West Virginia 
elector cast a vote for Uoyd 
Bentsen as president and Michael 
Dukakis as vice president — nev- 
er mind that the two lost by a 
wide margin on election day and 
it actually was Mr. Dukakis who 
was running for president. 

Electors often are familiar poli- 
tical figures in a state. For exam- 
ple the Ginton-Gore slate in New 
York includes Gov. Mario 
Cuomo and New York City 
Mayor David Dinkins. 

Members of the Electoral Col- 
lege have but one task before 
their work is done. 


Under tbe constitution, they 
will meet in their respective state 
capitals on foe first Monday after 
the second Wednesday in Decem- 
ber, cast their vote and sign a half 
dozen documents swearing they 
have done their const i t u t i onal 
duty. 

There also is usually a fine 
lunch. 

Then ou Jan. 6, the results 
already known to all officially are 
unveiled in a joint session of foe 
newly convened Congress when 
the results are formally 
announced. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Clinton’s tran- 
sition director said Sunday the 
president-elect's list of candidates 
for top appointments includes 
many Republicans and indepen- 
dents. Warren Christopher said 
he's bound by no "quotas” based 
on race, gender or ideology. 

Mr. Christopher — himself 
considered a top contender for 
Secretary of State — said Mr. 
Clinton was on target to have his 
.cabinet roster completed or near- 
ly done by Christmas. 

He filled 11 top jobs last week, 
all of them going to Democrats, 
four of them women and one an 
African American. 


Mr. Christopher, speaking on 
NBC’s Meet The Press, said “di- 
versity is important, but not for 
its own sake” as Mr. Clinton 
makes major appointments. 

• “There are no quotas for any 
minority or any other group,” 
Mr. Christopher said. 

“Governor Clinton’s deter- 
mination is to try to select foe 
very best people that he can and I 
guess I would urge you to try to 
judge foe quality of the cabinet in 
terms of those diversity matters 
at tbe end of foe process, rather 
than When we’re not quite half 
way through,” said Mr. Christ- 
opher. 

He added that “there have 
been many Republicans and inde- 
pendents who have been on these 
fists” of potential cabinet candi- 
dates. 

Mr. Christopher, who served in 
tbe Carter State Department 
finished, off Meet The Press host 
Tfan Rnssert’s reference to him as 
“Mr. Secretary” but did not re- 
move himself from cabinet con- 
tention. 

"Well, we’ll have to see how 
that works out down foe road,” 
he said. “As I say. I’ve got my 
bands very fell now with trying to 


provide tbe research for foe selec- 
tion of foe cabinet and many 
other transition duties as well." 

In addition to secretary of 
stale, other top jobs yet to be 
filled include Defence Secretary 
and attorney general. Wisconsin 
Rep. Les Aspin, chairman of tbe 
House Armed Services Commit- 
tee is considered a contender for 
the Defence slot, and four 
women are said to be top candi- 
dates for attorney general. 

Other cabinet posts said to be 
taking shape include former Ari- 
zona Gov. Brace Babbitt to head 
the Interior Department and out- 
going Colorado Sen. Tim Wirth 
for energy secretary. Mississippi 
Rep. Mike Espy is publicly lob- 
bying to head foe Agriculture 
Department. 

. Vice President-elect Al Gore, 
interviewed on CBS’s Face The 
Nation declined to join in the 
peculation. He did acknowledge 
Hillary Clinton's role in settling 
°n major appointees. 

appreciated the 
quality of her advice, they would 
say, ‘boy, we want her even more 
revolved,’ because she really is a 
force for good,” Mr. Gore said. 



Japan minister 


urged him to cut ties with the 
National Alliance for Democracy 
and Unification. 

"The North is inciting radical 
students and dissidents in the 
South to support Kim Dae- 
Jung,” a DLP spokesman said. 

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung said foe 
dissident group was not pro- 
Communist and many of its mem- 
bers worked with Kim Young- 
Sam to restore democracy when 
he was in opposition. 

He said Kim Young-Sam was 
resorting to smear campaigns 
“because it becomes apparent he 
cannot win.” 


lazy 

TOKYQ (R) 

Labour Muu&erMasaJr- 
kaini was: quoted^ . - 
saying that foreigners^? 
Germans .were lazy m&r 

why tbeir economies . we % 

poor shape. “Foretete- 8 

work. TbatiswfcytbeyY 1 

micaily --being ■ left-far ' ^ 

J apan and Germany,”^ 

kanti told reporters, . jg 

Kyodo News Agenc^ jf 

office or the Labour Vfi-' JH 

comment on foe , fori 
.marks.-. If kfcj Mut4 
accurately quoted,iiisis - 
in a tong series of si® 
foreigners, by leading- 
politicians. In Febru$. 

Minister - Kiichi'-M - 

sparked a war of-wor^.- 
Tokyo afld Wasinngftut. » 
said Americans •' map- ' 
work ethic. "I haweiffi. ‘ 
(Americans) mayhavek 
work ethic,” Mr" 
parliament. la lS86 t j$ 

Minister Yasohin) Naka 
blacks and* minorities^- 
we red U.S: 

WarningrGoijN . . 
can be hazarded 
to health Vv? . 

TOKYO (R) — Health 
warning— even gbtf 
for the over-60s. 

Japan’s Health ’.'amt 
Ministry found ati efiksf 
-is almost eight times Ht 
to die suddenly piayingr 
going running, offioalsK 
day. Another irigb-nsi 
activity for senkwr^cSv 
mountain walking, wbfc 
chers rated 7 .4 tint 
dangerous than joggpigl 
searchers, at the Sl. 3 
University School of Me 
Tokyo, analysed poficex 
645 sudden sports dosi 
five years up to 198&& 

147 cases involved pari- 
or over. Hie huge niSjc 
combed to heart attadfti 
disease. Arbitrarily-. $fej 
risk for running at oney 
team found thatgsiff^ 
hiking (7.4) topped _ 
scale, while gaterafl S 
croquet) and danringji. 

1.6, swimming 13 atiafl. 

One researcher tokHCjd 
Agency that tbe 
risk for elderly goffers^ 
could be due to tte.phjj^ 
involved in their spoils 
fact that, unlike rinnfc 
cannot easily break off*! 
they feel uncomforta&fc 

Upside down ^ 
Belgian stampi^-. 
for record $83#l 

BRUSSELS (R) — An* 
collector paid 2.7 miffia 
(£83,000) at an auctionda 
weekend for ' a. Bdgiag. 
printed upside down l#* 
in foe Netherlands hi -5ft 
postage stamp, with a fat . . 
of 65 centimes (two cents; . 
the rained town hail of% 
of Term on de northwesFi _ 
sels. Due to an error*. 

Dutch printer, who gotj 
because the Belgian-?, 
works had been destroyed . 
World War I, foe picf®t 
side down. It took lea- ■ 
minute during Saturday^. • . 
specialist auction boote 
Balasse for the stanjpio s* 
price was a record for al 
stamp, a journalist spewk 
philately told foe Bdga; • 
Agency. .. K 

Bangkoklans ■$£-- 
mistake - 
Hollywood 
for another coi# : 

BANGKOK (AP) - 

troops appeared an .tfie’Sj > 
Bangkok, sparkmg fears 
another military coup w*? ■ . ' " 
staged, local newspap®' 
ported. But the militaty ^ 
ment Sunday turned 
Hollywood hiring Thaisro 
ate the Vietnam War.-lop* 
kok post reported that' s 
motorists around the Ro^ 1 
— a focus of miHtary aw 
coups past — ; telepho**d1 
quire whether anoth®r .Tx _ - 

grad was raider way. . 

military trucks and • 

Thai extras were hired wra, .. - 
from Heaven A.n£^ 
directed by Oliver - 

movie tells foe real 
Vietnamese woman 
the war. Stone, j* VWos* . \: 
combat veteran, is fo e *" ^5 - 
several popular • 7 - . 

Wall Street, JFK and tw* 
vanning Vietnam' wra OW”? .* 
toon. Most of the 
Heaven And Earth . _ 

done on thbThai 
Pbuket. A section 
was used to recreate a - , 
Vietnamese nrbari scen^ 






